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Did you know? After a year’s absence, Eagan’s July Fourth 
Funfest will return, July 3–12, featuring food, fireworks, a 
city-wide scavenger hunt, and more. Food-truck restaurateurs, 
however, will have to wait until next year to join the party.

Did you know? The U.S. Curling Association is moving 
to the Viking Lakes campus. The group, formerly housed 
in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, plan to move in next door to 
another athletic team: the Minnesota Vikings.

Despite 2020’s numerous challenges, Eagan 

proved to be resilient, strong, and successful. 

That was the underlying message of the 

delayed State of the City message delivered by 

Mayor Mike Maguire on May 27. And, thanks 

to Minnesota’s COVID vaccination progress, 

that theme was shared with both a virtual and 

small in-person audience.

Among the topics offered during the 

hour-long presentation, Maguire discussed 

the impact of the pandemic on individuals, 

businesses, and the community as a whole; 

reflected on the reverberations from the 

murder of George Floyd on the community; 

applauded the City’s fire department for its 

transition to full-time; and noted the City’s 

management of the highest voter turnout (87%) 

in Eagan election history. 

Focusing specifically on the business 

community in 2020, Maguire noted that City 

officials and staff members “moved quickly 

to adjust policies, practices, and standards, 

and provided flexibility to new operational 

strategies.” 

• Permitting and inspections went virtual 

to enable work to move forward and to 

keep people safe.

• Plexiglass was installed in city hall to 

enable staff members to offer in-person 

services when it was safe.

• A “Mask Up, Eagan” campaign helped 

keep local businesses open and 
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JULY 12, 2021
The Dakota County Regional Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its annual DCR Chamber 
Golf Classic at the Mendakota Country Club, 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For details, contact 
Heather Proskey at hproskey@dcrchamber.com. 

JUNE 16, 2021
Every Wednesday Market Fest features 
farmers’ fresh produce and artists’ unique 
goods at Eagan Community Center, 4 to 8 
p.m., through August 25, and 3 to 7 p.m. 
through September 29.

2020 SOTC CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

After a year of numerous pandemic challenges, 
vaccine numbers are going up as masks are 
coming down. Governor Walz ended the 
state’s mask mandate May 14 after roughly 10 
months’ requirement. Now individual business 
leaders and owners are deciding whether 
employees and/or customers must continue 
to mask up. As of press time, 58.9% of the 
eligible population, or 2.6 million Minnesota 
residents, have been fully vaccinated.

FROM THE EDITOR

Resilient together 
View Eagan’s 2020 State of the City:

Online: cityofeagan.com/sotc

Social Media: fb.com/cityofeagan

Cable: Comcast cable channel 859 (HD)
and 20 (SD)

State of the City videos:
Pandemic Timeline and Impact: 
https://youtu.be/qhVp3GrGOIA

Eagan’s Resiliency and Innovation: 
https://youtu.be/rWcgh5siKPk

CARES Grants Save Eagan Businesses:
https://youtu.be/WwC36-XkTEY

Eagan Becomes Stronger Community 
During Pandemic:
https://youtu.be/dpTh9sKVD54
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BRIEFLY

Congratulations, Prime Therapeutics! 

Employees Erin Feigal and Maria Farnsworth 

beam after their company won, once again, 

an Employer of Excellence award from the 

Dakota-Scott Workforce Development Board 

in the large businesses (over 250 employees) 

category. Prime Therapeutics was one of 10 

winners, announced May 13 and selected for its 

employee retention, compensation, and training 

practices. Program sponsors included Dakota 

County Community Development Agency, Scott 

County Community Development Agency, Inver 

Hills Community College, and Dakota County 

Technical College

PEOPLE: Mel Engle, cancer survivor and 

board chairman of Predictive Oncology, 

was named CEO in March; the Eagan firm 

uses artificial intelligence to help treat cancer 

patients. v Dianne Miller, Eagan’s assistant city 

administrator, 

was recently 

credentialed by 

the International 

City/County 

Management 

Association. 

Miller has 

nine years 

of professional local government executive 

experience and has served Eagan for 20 years.

BUSINESS: Bald Man Brewing is 

providing free or discounted drinks to 

prevented the spread of the virus.

• Meetings went virtual so the City’s 

business could keep moving forward and 

thereby help businesses move forward. 

• Utility late fees were suspended and the 

2021 liquor license fee received a 35% 

credit, recognizing the unprecedented 

difficulties for restaurants.

Additionally, Code permits and zoning 

requirements were temporarily waived to allow 

and fast-track temporary outdoor dining; 

plus, extra flexibility was provided for 

additional curbside pickup options and 

outdoor fitness areas for local gyms. 

More importantly, the City awarded 

$750,000 of CARES Act grants to nearly 

250 small businesses and nonprofits. 

Unlike the usual months-long research 

and planning, “we had a matter of weeks 

to create a [business grant] program and 

deliver funding,” says Jill Hutmacher, 

director of community development. 

“It was one of the most positive things we 

could do to just help the businesses in our 

community.” That said, many businesses 

suffered and some closed. The hospitality 

sector was particularly hard hit. 

On a positive note, Maguire said, “Over $214 

million was invested in our community — the fourth-

highest number in our history. And once again 

we received a triple-A rating from Moody’s, which 

continues to show our fiscal strength and stability.”

Maguire ended his address with two 

major questions for the community and for 

businesses about two more topics: Eagan’s 

essential workers and the risks they took to 

remain on the job, and people of color living 

and/or working in Eagan. Essential workers 

included police officers, fire fighters, doctors 

and nurses, but also grocery store workers, 

baristas and delivery drivers. “How will we, 

as a community, recognize and honor their 

experience of the pandemic?” he asked.

And he recognized that COVID-19 took 

a disproportionate toll on people of color 

because of long-tolerated disparities. “Left 

unaddressed, the pandemic we’ve just been 

through will widen those gaps, making black 

and brown people even more vulnerable 

in the future,” he said. “What will we do to 

authentically address systemic racism, and the 

inequities we’ve borne painful witness to in the 

course of this last year?” EBN
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Strong development CONTINUED FROM BACK COVER

(plus a 22,000-square-foot fitness center and clubhouse)

• Yankee Doodle Business Center (112,700 square feet) at Yankee Doodle Road and Highway 149

• Yankee Doodle Self Storage, self-storage facility

Developments approved (construction pending)
• 2055 Cliff Road, development of a national boutique grocer on Emagine Theater site 

• Avery Pines Townhome development, 56 units* 

• Foundation Hill Montessori, last development parcel at Quarry Road 

• Hilltop/Hy-Vee redevelopment of gas station and convenience store

• Hy-Vee Aisles Online, new Hy-Vee parking lot building dedicated to curbside pickup

• Metro Storage, self-storage facility

• Nicols Pointe, Cedar Grove, 24 units †‡

• Sola Salon, last development parcel at Cedar Grove

Developments under consideration 
• MWF Properties, apartments on Emagine Eagan parking lot, 85 units* 

• United Properties 144,000-square-foot Business Park building in Boulder Lakes EBN

* Market rate housing     † Affordable housing     ‡ Veteran preference housing

Dianne Miller

Tim Quady, owner, Blue Rhino Studio, was one of 
several business owners who received a CARES grant 
and was featured in a State of the City video.
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those who have received the COVID vaccine. 

The special offer, part of Governor Walz’s 

“Cheers to the Vaccine” campaign, runs May 

28 through June 30. v According to the Star 

Tribune (“Results soar at Minnesota’s seven big 

health insurers as claims fall amid pandemic,” 

4/23/21), “As Minnesotans delayed elective 

procedures and some other medical care in 

2020 because of the pandemic, the state’s 

nonprofit health insurers processed fewer claims 

and saw increases in operating income.” That 

included the state’s largest nonprofit insurer, 

Eagan-based Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 

Minnesota, whose “health plans posted $183.2 

million of operating income on about $6.6 

billion of revenue.” v Bonchon, a Korean 

barbecue restaurant, opened in the Eagan Town 

Centre recently. v The Rotary Club of Eagan 

and the Eagan Kick-Start Rotary Club jointly 

awarded $3,200 to 16 outstanding education 

professionals nominated by their school 

principals and representing every public and 

private school in Eagan. 

GOVERNMENT: For the sixth 

consecutive year, both Moody’s 

Investors Service and Standard and Poor’s 

have awarded Eagan an AAA rating for its 

fiscal performance. v Eagan and Inver Grove 

Heights city officials have asked the Minnesota 

Legislature for $100,000 to analyze potential 

costs, user demand, and sites for an amateur 

sports complex in Dakota County to rival 

the National Sports Center in Blaine. The 

potential facility, which could include indoor 

sport courts and a 50-meter pool, might offer 

nearby commercial opportunities. EBN

Survey results bode well for business
As a place to work, Eagan residents give their community high marks at 84%. 
And employment opportunities abound, according to 80% of residents. Those 
are just two positive business insights gleaned from a survey the City of Eagan 
conducted in 2020.

The National Community Survey, offered by 

Eagan every other year in partnership with 

an independent research company, asks 

residents to answer questions about their 

quality of life, local policies, city services, 

and demographics. Overall, the survey aims 

to answer one key question: What makes a 

community livable, attractive, and a place 

people want to be? 

Survey results, tracked over time, provide 

the City Council and staff a performance 

benchmark and insights for future plans, many 

of which impact business. In 2020, surveys 

were sent to 2,700 random households in 

Eagan, and the City received 522 responses. 

The research firm used those responses to get 

a statistically valid sample.  

Top-line results 
Virtually all residents gave excellent or good 

ratings to Eagan as a place to live and a place to 

raise children. Ninety-eight percent of residents 

who responded call Eagan’s quality of life 

excellent or good, and 95% would recommend 

living here and plan to remain in Eagan for the 

next five years. 

That’s good news for businesses whose 

employees live in the City. Additionally, Eagan 

residents ranked their community positively for 

welcoming residents (85%), attracting people 

with diverse backgrounds (73%), and valuing/

respecting residents from diverse backgrounds 

(77%). “As the need to attract an ever more 

diverse workforce grows, maintaining and 

growing these statistics will be critical,” says 

Mayor Mike Maguire.

Residents positively ranked Eagan’s 

development (82%), commercial areas (73%), 

and commercial growth (80%). Its cost of living 

came in at 72% and its shopping opportunities 

at 95%—both statistics jumped from 2018, 7% 

and 4% respectively. Ease of travel via public 

transportation dropped a percentage point to 

48% although that stat is similar to the national 

benchmark. Meanwhile, ease of car transportation 

(96%), bike travel (76%), and walking (83%) all 

moved up, 8%, 9%, and 10% respectively. 

At least 9 in 10 residents positively rated 

the overall image or reputation of Eagan 

and its overall feeling of safety. Many ratings 

were higher than those given in other 

communities across the nation, in communities 

with populations and household incomes 

similar to Eagan’s, and to other Twin Cities-

area communities. That includes Eagan’s 

overall parks rating, which topped all other 

communities nationwide.

“Overall, as a City, we’re very pleased with 

these results,” says Maguire, “both for our 

residents and for the people who choose to 

work or operate businesses here. Eagan is a 

great place to be.”

Top five community priorities
Eagan residents rated the following 

categories as their top priority for the 

City to focus on over the next two years 

(percent of residents who rated essential 

or very important): 

• Economy: 93  

• Public safety: 93 

• Natural environment: 93 

• Parks and recreation: 89  

• Infrastructure: 89 

By the numbers
Eagan residents ranked the City above 

national benchmarks in many community 

characteristics (percent of residents 

who rated the characteristic excellent or 

good), including: 

• Overall quality of life: 98 

• Economic health: 92  

• Feeling of safety: 94 

• Quality of infrastructure: 94* 

• Government performance: 92 

*Eagan was the top-rated community by their 

residents nationally in that category. EBN

Briefly CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
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Strong development continues in 2021
When the pandemic hit, the City of Eagan’s community development 

team expected to see a significant slowdown. “That didn’t happen,” says 

Jill Hutmacher, director of community development. “We actually had 

our fourth-busiest year in terms of building permit valuations.”

This year is proving to be just as busy, with numerous industrial, 

commercial, and residential projects either approved or already under 

construction. “Prepare to see a lot of cranes in Eagan this summer,” 

Hutmacher says. “The City continues to be a great place to invest, live, 

and do business.” 

Current developments include eight affordable and market-

rate housing developments, three self-storage businesses, two new 

preschools, and two new grocers, among other projects. Interestingly, 

one grocer — with its “first location in Minnesota,” according to the 

application — claims “seamless integration of online and in-store 

shopping. Tools…will be digital connection points, voice shopping 

technology and a checkout-free experience.” 

Businesses aren’t the only ones with building plans. “Homeowners 

are taking out a record number of zoning permits,” she says. Last year, 

the City had received 54 zoning permits by the end of April; by the end 

of April 2021, 132 permits had already been pulled. 

“Homeowners, many of whom are still working from home, are 

adding rooms, decks, sport courts, fences, and more,” she says. “We’re 

guessing that with stimulus money in hand and few opportunities to 

take vacations, cheer on sports teams, or attend concerts, people are 

choosing to spend extra funds on improving their living spaces.” 

Below is a complete rundown of the wide variety of current 

development projects. 

Developments under construction
• 1270 Yankee Doodle Road (Associated Bank redevelopment and 

unidentified grocer)

• Aster House Apartments (formerly Nicols Apartments), 204 units†

• Ballantrae Apartments, an expansion of existing development, 110 units 

• Gallery of Eagan, multifamily residential complex, 162 units*

• Lexington Flats, 50 units†

• Lexington Logistics, an Amazon distribution center 

• Public Storage, self-storage facility

• The Rowan (formerly The Preserve), Cedar Grove, 172 units*

• Venstar multitenant development, including a Caribou Coffee plus 

a Spanish immersion daycare and preschool

• Viking Lakes Phase I, multifamily residential complex, 261 units* 
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