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Bonnie Brueshoff, Public Health director
Dakota County, contrasts the corona virus with
the H1N1 outbreak of a decade ago, noting that
this pandemic is more widespread and has a
bigger economic impact. Additionally, “we’ve
all seen postings that are questionable.
Previously we didn’t have the swirl of social

To view this in your browser, click here.

MARCH 2020 Eagan Business News and E-Biz publish timely features, news and
information relevant to local businesses and business leaders. 

Editor’s note: Every March the City of Eagan publishes a State of the City-focused issue of
Eagan Business News. Due to COVID-19, or the coronavirus, this annual event has been
postponed. Instead, the City of Eagan, like so many Minnesota municipalities, is taking
proactive steps to prevent the spread of coronavirus. For the time being, services at City
Hall are limited to those that are essential; to find out if the service you seek is available,
please visit cityofeagan.com/publichealth or call 651.675.5000. In the meantime, we offer
this special issue of E-Biz, highlighting coronavirus news.

Have a great business story to tell? Send it to EBN@cityofeagan.com. 

Eagan businesses respond to coronavirus

You already know: The coronavirus
presents a serious threat to our health.
That’s why schools and businesses—
including Eagan restaurants, movie
theaters, fitness clubs, salons and even
the TCO Performance Center—have
closed. That’s a good thing—social
distancing may help save countless
lives. It’s also a tough thing, because
these closings are having far-reaching
effects on employees, businesses and
the economy.

“We recommend that Eagan businesses
get their guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention ”

for Disease Control and Prevention,
says Jeremy Klein, support service
manager and Eagan Police emergency
management coordinator.

 media.”

Download Dakota County's COVID-19 poster 

https://cityofeagan.com/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=3&urlid=968&mailid=1176
https://cityofeagan.com/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=archive&task=view&mailid=1176&key=l40GNZ1s&subid=3-b87731df09605567efb0cae0e5eb4234&tmpl=component&acm=3_1176
https://www.cityofeagan.com/publichealth?acm=3_1176
mailto:EBN@cityofeagan.com.
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“Their websites and social media offer the latest safety practices and guidance regarding a
variety of settings.”

Early this week, Governor Walz closed many businesses across the state for the safety of
Minnesota residents. Yet even before that companies were taking proactive steps like
sending emails to communicate with employees and customers, reducing hours to provide
more time for cleaning, encouraging ill employees to stay home, offering curbside pickups
by restaurants, conducting more business online and more. “They were being creative,” says
Bonnie Brueshoff, Public Health director, Dakota County. “The business community is
stepping up and being a responsible partner.”

For now, both Klein and Brueshoff recommend that businesses formulate detailed plans for
the foreseeable future. “Some companies may already have robust business-continuity
plans,” notes Klein. But if a business is still formulating a plan, they recommend asking
many questions, including: What happens if an essential employee tests positive? What
supports are in place? For those employees still working on site, what can they do to ensure
social distancing?

For the latest information, visit the MDH and the CDC websites. In addition, people who
believe they’ve been exposed or are sick may call the new MDOH hotline, 651-201-3920,
for advice about getting tested.

Finally, Brueshoff recommends sharing the downloadable Dakota County graphics shared
here with employees. “Hopefully, the measures we have in place will slow the spread. ”

Adds Klein: “It will take all sectors of the community—public, private, faith-based and
more—working together to manage the pandemic.”

Coronavirus advice for workplaces

It’s likely most readers are already working from home. If
you’re still working on site, consider taking these additional
steps:

Implement social distancing measures:
Increase physical space between workers.
Stagger work schedules.
Decrease social contacts.

End nonessential work travel.
Consider regular health checks (e.g., taking temperatures).
Require workers who are ill to stay home.
Provide accommodation for individuals with underlying medical conditions.
Encourage personal protective measures, including frequent hand-washing (for 20
seconds each time) and respiratory etiquette (sneezing and coughing in your elbow).
Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily.
Ensure hand hygiene supplies are readily available.

The City of Eagan is taking proactive steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
City Hall and other public buildings are closed through Sunday, March 29. 
City services are limited to essential services. 
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https://cityofeagan.com/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=3&urlid=966&mailid=1176
https://cityofeagan.com/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=3&urlid=967&mailid=1176
http://www.cityofeagan.com/publichealth?idU=1&acm=3_1176
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For a full list of service impacts and cancellations visit www.cityofeagan.com/publichealth. 

Eagan company plans to offer in-home COVID-19 tests

Eagan-based LX Medical—launched by Aundria and James Riggen, both physician
assistants—plans to offer in-home COVID-19 tests with instant results soon, reported
WCCO on Wednesday. The finger-prick test, which is 90% accurate, would be administered
by a provider who visits your home. The couple is awaiting one more approval from the
FDA.

Business News Briefly

PEOPLE:

The Dakota County Regional Chamber of Commerce has announced the 2020 winners of
the Women of Excellence Awards. They include Partner of the Year Katie Misukanis,
government relations director, Rasmussen College; and LuAnn Paulet, winner of the
Changemaker Award and founding partner of Insurance by Design, based in Eagan.

BUSINESS: 

The Blue Plus HMO is the only Minnesota-based plan to be awarded the Multicultural
Health Care Distinction. The award from the National Committee for Quality Assurance
recognizes organizations that meet or exceed its rigorous requirements for multicultural
health care. In addition, the Center for Prevention at Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Minnesota has awarded $522,000 in funding to 22 culturally and geographically diverse
organizations, including the American Indian Family Center and Frogtown Farm, as part of
the Catalyst Funding Initiative, which was established in 2019 “to ignite innovation and
advance health equity across Minnesota.”… A new Columbia Factory Store, offering
discounted outdoor apparel and accessories, is expected to open at Twin Cities Premium
Outlets in April.… Granite Games, a CrossFit competition, and the Premier Lacrosse
League have announced plans to stage competitions this summer at the 7,500-seat stadium
located in Viking Lakes.… Eagan’s former 3M water filtration plant has been purchased by
WPT Industrial REIT, which plans to replace it with a distribution center. 

GOVERNMENT: 

MTC has extended bus service to and from the Dakota County Government Center for a
year; the buses travel to Hastings, West St. Paul and Eagan.… Small businesses can sign up
to drop off hazardous waste, electronics, fluorescent bulbs and batteries at Dakota County’s
newly renovated Recycling Zone (3365 Dodd Road) via its Very Small Quantity Generator
Program. For more information, visit dakotacounty.us and search for Recycling Zone.…
During 2020, the U.S. Census will aim to count everyone living in the country, gathering
extensive data on communities, including the City of Eagan. The resulting count will guide
the distribution of funding to Minnesota’s communities, determine political representation
for the next decade, and provide data that shapes how our state’s policymakers and business
leaders invest public and private resources. Keep updated on Eagan’s 2020 Census efforts
via E-Biz and Eagan Business News.

The City of Eagan is taking proactive steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
City Hall and other public buildings are closed through Sunday, March 29. 
City services are limited to essential services. 
For a full list of service impacts and cancellations visit www.cityofeagan.com/publichealth. 

http://www.cityofeagan.com/publichealth?idU=1&acm=3_1176
https://cityofeagan.com/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=3&urlid=969&mailid=1176
http://www.cityofeagan.com/publichealth?acm=3_1176
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