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Back in the early 1980s, Dave Osberg served as an 
intern for the City of Eagan. In March, he’ll finish 
his nine-year tenure as Eagan city administrator, 
bookending a 40-year career of distinguished 
public service. Along the way, Osberg served as 
a city administrator for three other Minnesota 
communities, including Hastings at which he 
worked 24 years. Now this family man, grandpa, 
and enthusiastic sports fan is ready to retire. 

“Under Dave’s leadership, Eagan has repeatedly 
been named a Top City to Live, achieved a 
triple-A bond rating. He helped guide the Eagan 
Forward community visioning, facilitated major 
developments in Eagan, and much more,” says 
Mayor Mike Maguire. “On a personal note, he has 
been an amazing colleague, peer, mentor, coach, 
leader, and friend to so many—including me.” 

“He’s genuine and respectful to everyone,” adds 
Dianne Miller, assistant city administrator, “and his 
actions demonstrate his dedication to his work, his 
staff, and his family.” 

Anyone who knows Osberg understands his love 
of local sports, regularly wearing Gopher socks, 
and showing up to work on Monday with a smile 
or head hung low depending on the Vikings’ 
final score the day before. And he’s a die-hard 
“Johnnie”—a St. John’s University alum and life-
long supporter.

It’s no surprise that when Osberg speaks about 
his career he sprinkles in sports references and 
encourages the staff, or “Team Eagan” as he calls 
them, to “wear Eagan on your jersey.” Osberg 
says he’s made the big decisions “when it’s 
fourth and 10,” and made sure he had the most 
complete information to “call the right play.” 

Osberg is known as a problem solver, a people 
person, a head coach, a mentor, a cheerleader, 
and a champion of having fun and not taking 
things too seriously. He even created an acronym 
that hangs at City Hall, which sums up much of 
how he feels staff should approach their work:  
E – Enthusiasm, A – Attentive, G – Greatness,  
A – Adventurous, and N – Nice.

When asked about memorable work days in 
Eagan, Osberg recalls several. Although he’s 
quick to say he came in “late in the game” to the 
development of the Twin Cities Premium Outlets, 
he was on the plaza to help proclaim its grand 
opening alongside the governor, with bands and 
confetti. “It was a great celebration for the team 
that helped get that project done,” he says. 

Another big day was in 2015. Osberg was tipped 
to expect a call from the Minnesota Vikings about 
relocating to Eagan. “And of course, all of the 
really big milestones that have followed on that 
outstanding development… but that [first] was 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR CALLS HIS LAST PLAY

IMPACT EAGAN—SERVE ON A COMMISSION

kind of a big day!” he says with a laugh.

Every year when the Council adopts the budget 
is memorable, Osberg says. “That’s always a big 
deal—a great milestone every time.” And not 
long ago, the Eagan Fire Department completed 
its multiyear transition from one of the “largest, 
most respected volunteer departments in the 
state” to become a 24/7 full-time entity. “That 
was a big change,” he says, “and an important 
one to develop the department that will serve 
Eagan today and for years to come.” 

During his career, Osberg won a few trophies, 
although he’s too humble to call them that. In 
2014 he was named Manager of the Year by his 
peers in the Minnesota City and County Managers 
Association. And he’s served on many boards and 
as president of several, including the League of 
Minnesota Cities; he was one of only a few non-
elected officials to do so. 

“It’s because of his many admirable qualities, 
that his presence, knowledge, and influence will 
continue to live on here in Eagan and beyond,” 
says Mayor Maguire.

So why retire now? “Forty years seems like a 
good round number,” says Osberg. But even 
casual fans might notice that March is the start of 
golf and baseball seasons.

City Administrator Dave Osberg will retire in March. “Dave has 
dedicated his entire career to local government,” says Tom 
Hedges, Eagan’s previous administrator, “and he has as much 
energy and passion for the job today as he had sitting at the 
intern desk 40 years ago.”

Part of Eagan’s recipe for a successful community 
is our residents’ invaluable perspectives and 
experience. Eagan’s advisory commissions are a 
way for you to put your unique insight into action 
on issues affecting all who live, work, and play in 
Eagan. From parks and sustainability to land use 
and airport issues, you can make a direct impact 
by sharing your time and serving as a member of 
an advisory commission.

Most advisory commissions meet every one to 
two months at the Eagan Municipal Center. The 
Airport Relations Commission meets twice each 
year, or as needed. At meetings, members review 
ideas, gather information, and provide advice 
on decision-making processes for items to be 
considered by the City Council.

Applications are now being accepted for the 
following Eagan advisory commissions: 

 Advisory Planning Commission

 Advisory Parks & Recreation Commission

 Airport Relations Advisory Commission

 Energy & Environment Advisory Commission

 Eagan-Inver Grove Heights Watershed 
Management Organization

If you are interested in serving on a commission, 
please submit your application by 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, March 18. Candidates will be interviewed 
by City Council in April and selected in spring.

Find out more about commissions and download 
the application at cityofeagan.com/commissions.



Some say the best things in life are both 
attractive and useful. That can certainly be 
said of rain gardens, native plant gardens, and 
plantings near bodies of water.  While beautiful, 
they can also be key to protecting Eagan’s lakes 
and ponds. Now’s the perfect time to begin 
creating garden plans for 2022, says Gregg 
Thompson, Watershed Specialist.

Free virtual “Landscaping for Clean Water” 
workshops teach residents how to create their 
own rain garden, native plant garden, or garden 
to stabilize shoreland. These introductory 
classes are being offered in March, April, and 

Eagan’s Preschool in the Park classes are all 
about helping children—ages three through five 
—to develop skills through play, to make friends, 
and to develop independence. 

“Play is how children learn and practice 
navigating the world around them,” says Holly 
Champlin, recreation supervisor of Eagan 
Preschool. “Our teachers help children learn to 
work in groups, negotiate and resolve conflict, 
develop dexterity, help themselves, and learn 
sharing skills.” 

Preschool students build their social skills 
through art, games, indoor and outdoor play, 
projects, songs, and stories. Students also 
have the opportunity to learn how to advocate 
for themselves, share, and learn to follow 
directions. “Some of our kids’ most important 
discoveries don’t come home in a backpack,” 
Champlin notes.  

Classes are offered in three park locations 
throughout the nine-month school year. Families 
can choose their preferred location and the days 
of the week that work best for their preschoolers. 
While most students live in Eagan, there’s 

PLAN YOUR GARDEN NOW 
TO PROTECT LAKES AND PONDS

EAGAN PRESCHOOL HELPS YOUR LITTLE 
ONES LEARN THROUGH PLAY

VOLUNTEER MARKS 
25 YEARS AS ETV 
SPORTS ANNOUNCER
It was a love of community and sports that first 
drew Mike Cook to announce Eagan High School 
football games. Twenty-five years later he’s still 
at it, mostly broadcasting boys’ hockey and 
football for Eagan Television (ETV), although 
he’s announced other Wildcat events as well, 
including a wrestling match once and a dance 
team competition.

Cook says it’s the people who bring him 
back year after year. “You’re rooting for 
the community, the kids,” he says. “You want to 
see them do well.” 

Yet no matter how the Wildcats perform, Cook 
and his broadcast partner of five years, Nathan 
Krahn, call attention to the fact that things are 
improving. 

“Granted, you’re going to look at the 
scoreboard and maybe they lose by a wide 
margin, but you look at the little things that are 
going on in between. Did the o-line play well? 
Did the d-line play well?…It’s that simple. It’s fun 
to be part of the environment there in Wildcat 
country.”

Just as teams have a game-day routine, so does 
Cook. He reviews the statistics. He checks in 
with coaches and players, so he can tell viewers 
about the “behind-the-scenes stuff.” He even  
visits with opposing coaches. “Fans from other 
schools are watching this game, and we try to at 
least know something about the other team.”

Over the years, Cook has seen a lot of players. 
“There was a guy named Joe Mauer that played 
for Cretin [football]. Threw, I think, seven 
touchdowns in a playoff game. I heard he turned 
out to be a pretty good athlete,” he says, joking 
about the Minnesota Twins six-time, all-star 
catcher and three-time major league batting 
champ. 

But one of Cook’s favorite memories came in 
2020 when the Wildcat football team snapped 
a 27-game losing streak. As the team celebrated 
the home victory over Eastview, he and 
Krahn were quiet. “We let the pictures do the 
talking, let the joy show for all those kids, all 
the players,” he says. “Just a fun, fun time that 
night.”

For dates, times, and information about how 
to watch games, plus a video about Cook, visit 
eagan-tv.com/sports.

May. Follow-up garden design classes provide 
technical assistance. 

If you’ve already planted one or more of these 
gardens, maintenance workshops will be 
offered live via Zoom — one each during spring, 
summer, and fall. These sessions focus on garden 
maintenance specific to that season. 

Classes are offered by the Dakota County Soil 
& Water Conservation Districts in partnership 
with the City of Eagan Water Resources team. 
Find additional information and register at 
dakotaswcd.org.

In February, people around the globe will once 
again be riveted to their screens, cheering on 
Olympic athletes and dreaming of what it must 
feel like to fly across the ice, plunge down a 
slope, or conquer snow-covered landscapes. 
Medals are often earned with milliseconds or 
fractions of points between gold and bronze, but 
the skills to reach these top competitions take 
years of hard work and dedication.

For ice skaters, skills like the ones displayed at 
the Olympics, are initially learned and perfected 
on ice rinks like those at the Eagan Civic Arena, 
with the help of seasoned instructors like those 
at the Eagan Skate School.

“Whether a student wants to learn the basics of 
skating, the jumps and spins of figure skating, 
the speed and agility of hockey, or learn to skate 
later in life, our experienced instructors are here 
to guide them, at any age or skill level,” says Katt 
Parsons, Eagan Skating School coordinator.

If your youngster (age 3 and up) is ready to try 
skating or you hope to start or improve your 
own figure or hockey skating skills, the Eagan 
Skate School offers many skating opportunities, 
including group classes, specialized 
developmental programs, and clinics. Every year 
skaters can also perform in the Spring Ice Show. 

SHARPEN YOUR SKILLS
AT EAGAN SKATE SCHOOL

“We can’t promise you’ll become an Olympic 
skater,” says Parsons, “but we will teach you skills 
and techniques, and improve your love of ice 
skating.”

Find more information and register beginning 
February 7 at eagancivicarena.com.

no residency requirement. In addition, Bright 
Beginnings classes are designed for kids, ages 
one through five, and one adult per family to help 
prepare for preschool. 

Registration is open for the 2022–2023 school 
year. To learn more, search “Preschool” at 
discovereagan.com. 

As a community television 
station, Eagan TV 
depends on 
volunteers. 
Learn more and check 
out a variety of opportunities at 
cityofeagan.com/volunteer-etv



HEALTHY EAGAN: RECREATION & WELLNESS

ECC FITNESS CENTER WELCOMES YOU
New year, new you, right? Yet for some of us, the 
thought of walking into a typical fitness center 
can be intimidating. That’s where the Fitness 
Center at the Eagan Community Center (ECC) 
steps in. 

“We work to create a welcoming and safe 
atmosphere, and an affordable option for 
everyone—not one that requires a long-term, 
bound-for-life contract,” says Olvia Klinkner, 
Eagan Fitness Coordinator. “We’re a great place 
for someone who’s tired of at-home workouts 
or who’s looking for an affordable place that 
provides the highest-quality equipment.” For 
Eagan residents, ECC is also familiar—a place 
they’ve likely come for weddings, special events, 
the Blast indoor playground, Eagan Market Fest, 
the Senior Center, and more.

Fitness Center staff members specialize in helping 
everyone meet their fitness goals, says Klinkner. 
“Trainers know that every fitness journey has a 
beginning, and they’re passionate about helping 

people achieve better health at any fitness stage.”

Fitness Center features include a free-weight 
space, strength-training machines, more than 40 
regular and specialty group fitness classes each 
week, an indoor walking track, gymnasiums for 
pickleball and basketball, and more. 

“Those who feel comfortable and confident in 
a fitness center are more likely to visit us on a 
regular basis, ask questions, and get guidance—all 
of which creates new habits and a lifestyle change 
to ultimately improve overall health,” says Klinkner.

One-on-one time with our highly qualified team 
of trainers is affordable and can help take your 
fitness journey to the next level. “We have two 
physicians on our training staff,” she says, “along 
with several who specialize in postural alignment, 
and are ready to help you achieve your goals.” 
adds Klinkner.

For more information and to join today, visit 
eagancommunitycenter.com/fitness.

Eagan is full of places to play, discover, create, 
connect, and grow. To begin, the community 
values its green space: Sixty parks, including 
a new space at Viking Lakes, stretch out 
across Eagan, enabling every resident to live 
within one mile of a park. In addition, 162 miles 
of trails invite residents to walk and bike. In 
fact, locals prioritize nature just as highly as 
they do the local economy and public safety. 
No wonder then that the City is committed to 
preserving, protecting, and investing in the natural 
environment.

Other public features that support recreation 
and wellness include a water park, a community 
center, an art house, an ice arena, festival grounds, 
and a historic farm. Plus, there are hundreds of 
recreational activities, classes, camps, and other 

opportunities all year long—for all ages, abilities, 
and interests.  

Additionally, Eagan offers easy access to healthy 
food via a weekly farmer’s market, better known 
as Eagan Market Fest, and numerous grocery 
stores; in fact, two more supermarkets are in the 
works. Plus, more than 100 restaurants are found 
within city limits.

Yet the City isn’t resting on its health-and-
wellness laurels:

 Eagan is creating and implementing 
programs, services, and policies that make 
the City the green community residents 
desire.  

 Eagan’s lake water quality staff recently 
celebrated its 30th year of protecting lakes 

and ponds; and last month they learned that 
two City lakes have been removed from the 
state’s Impaired Waters list.

 Eagan is investing in solar energy, wind 
resources, geothermal energy, electric 
vehicles, and powering stations.

All these achievements led to very high survey 
ratings of Eagan’s natural environment. Plus, the 
City is often commended for its leadership on 
green and sustainable initiatives, protecting and 
enhancing natural spaces. There’s no doubt that 
Eagan’s leadership and its residents will ensure 
these only improve in the future.

Eagan 
changed its 
rule regarding 
leashed dogs 
last year. Now, 
if a dog isn’t 
on an owner’s 
property, the 
dog must be 
leashed. 

Previously, 
Eagan allowed 
a dog off 
its owner’s 
property to be controlled by a leash or a voice 
command.

This change puts Eagan in alignment with 
neighboring communities’ rules for pets. The 
only exception to this rule is in a designated 
off-leash dog park. 

”The new leash law helps keep pets and 
people from unwanted dog encounters,” says 
Jodie Opstad, Eagan’s animal control officer. 
“Dogs and owners are able to walk freely 
without running into loose dogs.”

Eagan is educating the public to make 
sure paths, parks, and public places remain 
accessible and friendly for everyone. Find a 
link to the updated ordinance at cityofeagan.
com/animal-rules.

Pet owners are also reminded that Eagan 
dog licenses are due for renewal this year. A 
license now includes access to the off-leash 
dog park at Thresher Fields Park. Purchase 
your dog license at the Eagan Community 
Center or online at discovereagan.com.

GOING OUT?  
IT’S TIME TO 
LEASH MAX

In the last issue of Experience Eagan, the 
feature “You’ve Made Eagan #1” (cityofeagan.
com/experience-eagan) announced that the 
city earned the top spot in the national Voice 
of the People Awards for overall livability 
and natural environment. Awards were based 
on the results of the National Research 
Center’s National Citizen Survey™ 
in 2020. This survey determined 
that 98 percent of you felt positively about 
the quality of life in Eagan.  

As promised, we’re focusing in future issues 
on various livability facets that led to the 
award. In this issue, we consider on Recreation 
& Wellness, another priority rated highest by 
Eagan residents who took the survey. 

Al Kiecker

Rick Graves
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Mayor: Mike Maguire 
Council Members: Paul Bakken, Cyndee Fields, 
Gary Hansen, Mike Supina 
City Administrator: Dave Osberg 
(651) 675-5000 | cityofeagan.com

nextdoor.com @cityofeagan

YOUR SUMMER OF FUN STARTS  
WHEN YOU JOIN #TEAMEAGAN
It’s chilly outside now, but we’re already preparing to hire our Eagan staff for the summer. Are you 
looking for a fun summer job with flexible hours?  Serve your community and come work outside 
with a great team of people!

Each summer, Eagan hires hundreds of seasonal workers in our park and recreation programs, 
maintenance positions, at Cascade Bay, at Eagan Community Center, and elsewhere. Various 
internships are also offered. Positions are posted in February and March, with hiring beginning 
shortly thereafter.

Stop by Eagan’s Indoor Market at the Eagan Community Center (1501 Central Pkwy) on Wednesday, 
March 9, between 4 p.m. and 7p.m., to learn more about summer job opportunities.  Some positions 
require applicants to be at least 15 or 18 years of age.

Need a fun summer job? Apply at  
cityofeagan.com/jobs or text JOBS to 888777.

¿Necesita esta traducido?   
Ma u baahan tahay tarjamadaan    

Xav tau qhov no txhais los?   
(651) 675-5000 

EAGAN SUMMER JOBS
cityofeagan.com/jobs
Text JOBS to 888777

TRAIN NOW TO BE A 
LIFEGUARD THIS SUMMER
Cascade Bay Waterpark needs lifeguards 
for the summer.  Lifeguard Pipeline program 
offers American Red Cross (ARC) lifeguard 
certification and 75% tuition reimbursement 
to potential Cascade Bay lifeguards who 
complete the Lifeguard Pipeline program. 
Registration closes on February 11. Find more 
requirements, information, and registration at 
cascadebay.com.

SWEETHEART DANCE
Friday, February 25, 5:30–8:00 p.m. 
Eagan Community Center 
$18/person

Kids ages 3 to 12 and their favorite adults are 
invited to spend a magical evening making 
memories in their fancy attire at the 2022 
Sweetheart Dance. Sign up and your twosome 
can dance, enjoy a light dinner, make crafts, 
and go home with precious photos. Register at 
cityofeagan.com/sweetheart-dance.

CASCADE BAY


