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Hugo Searle 
began his 
duties as 
Eagan’s new 
fire chief in 
early August, 
replacing Chief 
Mike Scott 
who retired 
in May after 
35 years of 
service. 

Searle 
comes to 

Eagan having served on the St. Louis Park Fire 
department for the past 19 years. He began there 
as a volunteer, then became a full-time firefighter 
and rose to assistant fire chief. He’s also served 
for a decade as an on-call firefighter for the City 
of Brooklyn Park.

“Chief Searle brings incredible experience 
and insight to lead our fire department after 
[Eagan’s] transition from one of the largest, 
paid on-call departments to a full-time fire 
department,” said Mayor Mike Maguire. “We know 
our fire department is in an excellent position, 
thanks to all of our current and past firefighters 
and leaders. We are excited about the skills, 
knowledge, and leadership Chief Searle brings to 
enhance the services we provide to every corner 
of Eagan.”

When asked what interested him in this position, 
Searle shared his thinking: “I’ve been interested in 
taking my career to the next step and becoming 

a fire chief,” he said, “but I wasn’t looking for 
just any opportunity. I was looking for the right 
opportunity.” 

“When I heard Chief Scott was retiring, I thought, 
what a fantastic opportunity. Everyone in the 
fire service knows what Eagan has done in their 
transition to a full-time department, and the great 
work by Chief Scott …. It’s an incredible challenge 
and opportunity to be able to be a part of this 
new, energized, and exciting department in a city 
that has a wonderful reputation. Who wouldn’t 
want this job?” 

About Chief Searle
Searle grew up in North Wales, United Kingdom, 
and spent much of his childhood in Africa. Today 
he lives in St. Louis Park with his wife, Lynn, a 
second-grade teacher, and their daughter, Carys, 
a high school sophomore. Searle is also a high-
altitude mountain guide and has led climbing 
teams throughout the world; he specializes in 
climbing the Himalayas, including Mount Everest. 

About Eagan Fire Department
Eagan’s fire department is a combination 
department, featuring a fire chief, two deputy 
chiefs, 36 full-time career firefighters, and 
approximately 20 part-time firefighters operating 
out of three fire stations. Career staff is divided 
into three shifts, providing 24-hour coverage. All 
full-time firefighters are also Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs) and Fire Inspectors. The 
formal transition of the department from an 
on-call paid model to a full-time model began 
following a 2017 study. 

MEET EAGAN’S NEW FIRE CHIEF

Al Kiecker

Get up close to our firefighters, trucks, and more at the annual Fire Safety Open House on October 6 from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Fire Station #1 is located at 4200 Blackhawk Road. 

OCTOBER IS  
FIRE PREVENTION 
MONTH
LEARN THE SOUNDS OF 
FIRE SAFETY
While fire safety should be top of mind year-
round, October is dedicated to brushing up on 
fire safety knowledge and skills. It’s also when the 
Eagan Fire Department invites you to visit a fire 
station to see the work they do and demonstrate 
safety tips up close. Plan to attend the annual  
Fire Safety Open House on Wednesday, October 
6, 5–8 p.m. at Station #1 (4200 Blackhawk Road).

OCTOBER FIRE SAFETY FOCUS:  
What’s your alarm telling you? 
Residential fire safety begins with properly 
installing smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 
detectors throughout your home. But it’s also 
important to know the sounds that detectors 
make and what to do when you hear them. 

SMOKE ALARM SOUNDS
 A continuous set of three loud beeps means 

smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.

 A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means 
the battery is low and must be replaced.

 Chirping that continues after a new battery 
has been installed means the detector is at 
the end of its life and must be replaced. All 
smoke detectors must be replaced after 10 
years.

CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) ALARM 
SOUNDS

 A continuous set of four loud beeps means 
carbon monoxide is present in your home. Go 
outside, call 9-1-1, and stay out.

 A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means 
the battery is low and must be replaced.

 Chirping that continues after a new battery 
has been installed means the detector is at 
the end of its life and must be replaced.

 CO alarms’ end-of-life sounds vary by 
manufacturer; when you hear yours, replace 
your old CO detector.



Throughout the spring and summer, City staff 
have removed trees that pose a hazard. They’ve 
also responded to residents regarding increased 
EAB infestations. “Communication with residents 
provides us with information that we can use to 
refine plans and target resources in the areas 
with the greatest need,” Schnaible said.  

How You Can Help
 Know if you have an ash tree(s) on your 

property.

 Recognize the signs and symptoms of EAB, 
such as loss of leaves, bark discoloration, and 
woodpecker activity.

 Contact Forestry staff to help evaluate 
options and next steps.

This second phase of removal targets 
neighborhoods west of Lexington Avenue 
between Cliff and Yankee Doodle roads. 
Residents with tree(s) designated for removal 
have been mailed a notification. Trees selected 
for removal will be ribboned, and a second 
notification letter will be mailed. To learn more, 
visit cityofeagan.com/eab.

Emerald ash borer (EAB), an invasive bug 
that kills ash trees, continues to destroy trees 
throughout Eagan and across the nation. As 
the infestation continues, our City Forestry staff 
works to keep ahead of pests and the dangers 
they create: brittle, falling branches, and unstable 
trees. 

In 2020, City staff completed the first phase of 
a multi-year ash removal program. City crews, 
with the assistance of contractors, removed more 
than 300 untreated ash trees from boulevards, 
parks, and public areas. This year, they expect to 
remove additional trees in the second phase of 
removal, starting in mid-October. 

“The success of the previous phase of tree 
removals was encouraging, though many 
challenges remain,” said Adam Schnaible, 
City Forester, “The widespread nature of the 
infestation makes it difficult to predict where 
resources will be needed next. We need to remain 
flexible in our planning and carefully survey 
where damage is occurring before deciding 
where to focus our efforts.”  

NEXT PHASE OF ASH TREE  
REMOVAL BEGINS THIS FALL

Do you know the quality level of 
Eagan’s drinking water? Our annual 
report provides information about 
the City’s high standards, where our 
water comes from, how we ensure 
it’s safe and healthy, and much more. 
Find the report at cityofeagan.com/
drinkingwater.

Water Conservation Rebate 
Program
Conserve water and save money by 
installing water-saving devices. Eagan 
water customers can now apply for rebates 
with the purchase of WaterSense-labeled 
and Energy Star-qualified appliances. Visit 
cityofeagan.com/conservewater to learn 
more and apply. 

Meter-Reading Devices Being 
Updated Now
Eagan is converting from an in-person 
water-meter-reader system to a remote 
reader system. Doing so will provide more 
timely information about water use. The 
City has contracted with Vanguard Utility 
Services, Inc., whose staff will display 
Vanguard ID Badges, wear Vanguard 
uniforms, and drive Vanguard vehicles. 
All technicians will use COVID-19 safety 
protocols. 

Most work can be completed outside. 
However, if indoor access is required, the 
technician will knock on your door or leave 
a card to schedule an appointment.  

For any utilities questions, visit  
cityofeagan.com/utilities.

UTILITY PROGRAMS
WATER QUALITY REPORT ONLINE

Need this translated?   
¿Necesita esta traducido?   

Ma u baahan tahay tarjamadaan    
Xav tau qhov no txhais los?   

(651) 675-5000 

EAGAN CONTINUES INVESTING IN PARKS
We know our community values Eagan’s parks 
and other green spaces. In fact, in 2020, 97% of 
residents shared that they were using our parks, 
and 99% rated our parks positively. You told us 
that parks and recreational opportunities are a 
top priority. That’s why our staff works every day 
to bring those values and visions to life. We’ve 
continued to make investments in our parks, 
even during the pandemic, to make sure all of us 
have healthy and vibrant places to connect and 
recreate.  

Everyone Can Play at Woodhaven Park 
We know kids learn through play, and the need 
for inclusive spaces is greater than ever. That’s 
why we pushed forward in 2020 and 2021 to build 
Destination All-Play, an accessible play space that 
allows everyone of all abilities to engage with a 
variety of unique equipment. Even parents and 
caregivers can join in the fun! Find out more  
about this great new space.

New Pickleball Courts Coming
The City continues to respond to the needs of the 
community by redesigning spaces for emerging 
activities and sports—including pickleball. And 
no wonder: Eagan has a thriving, diverse, and 
growing pickleball community. In fact, Quarry 
Park’s eight state-of-the-art courts are busy 
morning through night, three seasons of the 
year. During the pandemic, pickleball offered an 

outlet for safe connections and recreation, plus 
helped combat isolation. Now there’s even greater 
demand for pickleball, so we’re fast-tracking nine 
more courts plus two new tennis courts at Rahn 
Park.

New Facilities for Skating, Gathering
We’re also working with community groups to 
identify new opportunities for parks, amenities, 
and programs. For example, we’ve partnered with 
the local youth hockey association to increase 
access at Goat Hill Park to skating in the winter 
and gatherings in the summer. Still this year, 
construction will begin on a refrigerated ice rink, 
which can provide outdoor skating as early as 
October and as late as March. A new pavilion is 
expected to be added by 2023.

Learn more at cityofeagan.com/park-projects.

ETV GEARS UP 
FOR FALL
Last year, when many fans were unable to 
attend in person, ETV covered more than 
100 live Wildcat games. This fall, ETV Sports 
will continue to connect the community to 
volleyball, soccer, and football. 

Want to be part of the action? ETV is in need 
of volunteers, including camera operators, 
announcers, and more. Get involved from 
home, too. Send ETV photos of you sporting 
Wildcat gear for a chance to be featured 
during broadcasts.    

Catch all the ETV action on Comcast 
channel 859 (HD), 15 (Public Access), 16 
(Government) and 20 (Community). You can 
also view programs at eagan-tv.com/watch 
and on the ETV Roku app. 

Destination All Play at Woodhaven Park offers families of all  
abilities the opportunity to play together. Watch a video about the 
all-inclusive playground at cityofeagan.com/destination-all-play.

City Forester Adam Schnaible and his team routinely meet with homeowners to provide guidance and tree health tips.

Watch a video of families enjoying the park 
at cityofeagan.com/destination-all-play



WINTERIZE YOUR 
HOME THIS FALL
Minnesota winters can be tough, so a little 
preparation now can help avoid problems cold 
weather can cause. Below are steps you can take 
now to avoid frozen pipes this winter:

 Locate your home’s water shut-off valve for 
your outside fixtures by following the pipes 
from the outdoor spigot to the shut-off valve 
(generally located in the basement or utility 
closet inside your house); then turn off valve. 
Leave outside faucet turned on. Do this before 
cold weather sets in or pipes can freeze and 
break, causing damage.

 If you store sprinklers and hoses in a garage 
or shed over the winter, be sure to drain them 
first to prevent cracking.

 If water lines run through your garage, don’t 
leave your garage door open in cold weather.

 If you’ll be gone for a long period this winter, 
shut off the main water valve (located next to 
your water meter) to avoid water damage to 
your home before leaving.

 If you’re away, ask someone to check your 
home regularly.

If you experience a broken pipe or a frozen 
service line, shut off your home’s main valve 
(located next to your water meter) and contact 
the City of Eagan Utilities Division at (651) 675-
5200. For more tips, visit cityofeagan.com/
utilities.

EVERYDAY HEROES STOP SCAM
Helping residents is what we try to do every day at the City of 
Eagan. But sometimes that helps goes above and beyond the 
usual.

Take, for example, one Friday this summer when a distraught 
resident came to City Hall because she’d just been tricked out of 
$500. Scammers told her she’d be arrested immediately if she 
hung up the phone. So she drove to City Hall, leaving the thieves 
still on the line. 

Melissa Timm and Denice Muccio-Grout, two reception staffers, 
immediately set about helping to calm the crying woman. They 
watched the car she’d left running in the parking lot, and quickly 
brought in assistance from the Eagan Police Department. 

Detectives Lisa Fancher and Mike Schneider, as well as Lieutenant Nate Tennessen, quickly made 
contact with her financial institution, stopped the transaction, and completed the return of the victim’s 
money.

Thanks to these dedicated Eagan employees for going above and beyond to aid a resident in need. Find 
great tips to help protect yourself from scams and other crimes at cityofeagan.com/crimeprevention.

We love our water in Eagan and want to keep our 
lakes, wetlands, and ponds clean. 

Raking your yard waste away from the streets 
and keeping grass clippings, pet waste, and 
trash out of roads helps keep lakes and ponds 
cleaner. That’s because rain and snowmelt wash 
everything from the street into storm drains that 
connect directly, not to a treatment plant, but to 
our lakes and ponds. 

You can help even more by adopting a storm 
drain this fall. Individuals, families, community 
organizations, and business groups are 
encouraged to select a storm drain (or several) 
and agree to clean out grass, leaves, trash, and 
other materials at least twice a year. Doing so 
prevents debris from washing into our lakes and 
ponds.

“Since we started our Adopt a Storm Drain 
program, dozens of people have signed up 
to clean up storm drains throughout Eagan,” 
said Brian Leyendecker, Eagan’s Stormwater 
Technician. “This helps keep a lot of harmful 
material out of our lakes. And with more than 
13,000 storm drains throughout Eagan, we could 
certainly use more help!” 

Visit cityofeagan.com/adopt-a-storm-drain to 
learn more.

GREAT EAGAN LAKES BEGIN AT YOUR CURB

ADOPT A STORM DRAIN THIS FALL

When recycling, skip the plastic bags! Place loose 
bottles, cans, and paper into your recycling cart. 
If you need a bag to carry these items, use a 
paper one.  

Recycling centers sort milk jugs, cardboard 
boxes, metal cans, and glass bottles — but plastic 
bags cause huge problems at recycling facilities. 

Plastic bags:

 wrap around machines at the sorting facility,

 require workers to crawl into sorting 
machines to cut out tangled bags, and

 hide their contents, preventing workers from 
seeing if bad items are mixed in with good 
items.

Instead, drop off plastic bags, bread bags, plastic 
wrap (like that which packages paper towels), 
and bubble wrap at grocery stores for proper 
recycling. Find these recycling tips and more at 
dakotacounty.us; search recycling guide.

FREE YOUR BOTTLES, CANS, AND PAPER

Join Carolyn Dalglish and other volunteers protecting Eagan 
lakes and ponds by adopting a storm drain.

Fill your recycling cart with bottles, cans and paper, but no 
plastic bags.
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(651) 675-5000 | cityofeagan.com
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ART IS ALL AROUND IN EAGAN
“The Maestro” is ready to conduct your impromptu xylophone symphony outside of Eagan City Hall. 
A sculpture of two children joyfully gazing at a butterfly is found at Eagan Central Park. Blue spheres 
are suspended on silver stems at the intersection of Cliff and Pilot Knob roads. And benches that 
take on many different and beautiful, functional art forms are scattered throughout Eagan’s parks. 
This is just some of the art you’ll find in Eagan, and the number is growing each year thanks to the 
City’s Public Art Program.

Eagan is an artistic community, with hundreds of artists who live and work here. The City is also 
home to Eagan Art House and many other nonprofits and businesses with art as part of their mission.

As of 2021, more than 30 art pieces have been commissioned or loaned to Eagan. Eagan Parks 
and Recreation Commission member Molly Schuetzle says she’s proud to be a part of the public 
art committee and looks forward each year to new art installations. She also notes her family’s 
new favorite place, Destination All-Play at Woodhaven Park, where a vibrant mural designed by a 
professional artist and painted by Eagan residents (shown above) wraps the building. “Our family 
loves exploring new parks in Eagan,” she says. “Finding an art bench, mural, or sculpture at a park is 
always a highlight!”

Schuetzle also wants people to know that they can use Eagan’s public art map to find art locations 
and suggests regularly selecting a new quadrant of the map to explore. Learn more about Eagan’s 
public art program at cityofeagan.com/public-art.

TRY OUT FITNESS 
CENTER — FOR FREE
Visit the Eagan Community Center Fitness Center 
any day or every day from Monday, October 4, 
through Sunday, October 10, and you’ll work out 
for free! Try group fitness classes, state-of-the-
art cardio equipment, free weights, new strength 
equipment, indoor walking track, and more. Sign 
up that week and the $25 membership fee will be 
waived. Learn more at cityofeagan.com/fitness.

REGISTER SOON FOR 
WINTER SPORTS
Winter adult basketball and volleyball leagues 
registration is November 8 through December  
20, or until filled. Hockey league registration 
opens November 30. Find all your league 
information at cityofeagan.com/adult-sports and 
cityofeagan.com/hockey.

DROP OFF PUMPKINS 
FOR FREE RECYCLING
Saturday, Nov. 6, Sunday, Nov. 7 
Bins located in lot at 
Eagan Community Center (1501 Central Pkwy.)

Find details about November pumpkin and shoe 
recycling at dakotavalleyrecycling.org.


