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ESTABLISHED 1860 EAGAN, MINNESOTA

Eagan’s award-winning waterpark is back, better 
than ever, and reopening on Friday, June 11! 
Featuring a zero-depth entry, a lazy river, and 
more. Cascade Bay has updated its slides and 
introduced changes to keep everyone safe.  
Visit cascadebay.com for more information.

Daily Sessions
To keep Cascade Bay accessible and safe to as 
many fun-seekers as possible, two sessions will 
be offered daily. You can buy your ticket(s) on 
site for Cascade Bay sessions, 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., or 3:00 to 6:30 p.m. Surfaces will be cleaned 
between sessions.

Season Passes
Individual season passes are available, in a  
limited quantity, for Eagan residents only; these 
allow the specific pass-holder unlimited visits  
and priority entrance.

CASCADE BAY IS BACK WITH A SPLASH!

JERRY HOSS

LIFEGUARDS STILL NEEDED
Cascade Bay staff members are key to what 
makes it a top-rated Twin Cities waterpark and 
safe for everyone. In fact, Cascade Bay bases  
its reputation on keeping safety standards at  
the highest level. If you’re looking for a great 
summer job where you can gain valuable 
experience and work with friends, apply at 
cascadebay.com/apply.

New Household Memberships 
New household memberships are available in 
2021; a household membership includes a daily 
$3 discount for up to six people each, and it 
provides early access to reserve tickets online. 

Finally, Cardio Bay passes are available, online 
and on site, for a summer of water fitness.  
Visit cascadebay.com for more information.

Details:
This City-sponsored conservation program 
covers over 60% of your new smart system’s 
cost. A resident with an irrigation system, 
who chooses to participate, will initially invest 
$170. The participant can expect to recover 
nearly all of that cost in the first year and will 
continue to see savings throughout the life of 
the system.

You’re eligible for the Smart Irrigation Program 
if you have:
S	 A working irrigation system.

S	 A non-weather-based irrigation controller 
in your home or garage, and strong and 
reliable Wi-Fi.

Eagan is partnering with the Safe Water 
Commission and Hunter Industries on 
this program. For more information, visit 
cityofeagan.com/sip.

SAVE WATER WITH SMART IRRIGATION
Eagan’s new Smart Irrigation Program helps 
reduce annual water use throughout the city 
and helps residents save money on irrigation 
systems. A smart irrigation system works by 
being smart about how and when your system 
waters your yard, including not watering 
before, during, or after a rainfall. These systems 
benefit homeowners, the City, and our natural 
environment by preserving water, resources, 
and money.

How it works:
S	 Sign up for Smart Irrigation Program at 

cityofeagan.com/sip.

S	 Request an irrigation system evaluation.

S	 Receive a system performance report.

S	 If applicable, have your old controller 
professionally replaced with a new smart, 
weather-based controller.

S	 Receive training on your new smart system.

COPPERSMITH PHOTOGRAPHY

Eagan has odd-even watering 
rules all summer. Find details at 
cityofeagan.com/oddeven.

https://www.cityofeagan.com/cascade-bay-waterpark
https://cityofeagan.com/cb-jobs
https://www.cityofeagan.com/cascade-bay-waterpark
https://cityofeagan.com/oddeven


When the pandemic hit, the City of Eagan’s 
community development team expected to see 
a significant slowdown. “That didn’t happen,” 
says Jill Hutmacher, director of community 
development. “We actually had our fourth-busiest 
year in terms of building permit valuations.”

This year is proving to be just as busy, with 
numerous industrial, commercial, and residential 
projects either approved or already under 
construction. “Prepare to see a lot of cranes in 
Eagan this summer,” Hutmacher says. “The City 
continues to be a great place to invest, live, and 
do business.” 

Current developments include eight affordable 
and market-rate housing developments, three 
self-storage businesses, two new preschools, 
and two new grocers, among other projects. 
Interestingly, one grocer — with its “first location 
in Minnesota,” according to the application 
— claims “seamless integration of online 
and in-store shopping. Tools will be: digital 

DOGS AND LEASHES: UPDATED RULE

STRONG DEVELOPMENT 
CONTINUES IN 2021

You’ve got questions. Eagan’s Code 
Enforcement staff has answers. Here  
are some of the most frequently asked  
summer questions.

I have a boat/extra car/motor home/
trailer, etc. Can I park it in my yard or 
alongside my driveway?
In Eagan, all motor vehicles must be properly 
licensed, display current registration tabs, and 
be operable. If they aren’t currently licensed or 
don’t run, they must be stored inside a garage 
or building.

My neighbor’s grass is long. What 
should I do?
To protect yourself, don’t mow your neighbor’s 
yard without permission. Instead, please 
report the address to City staff. We’ll notify 
the property owner and/or ensure the lawn is 
mowed at the property owner’s expense. 

All yards must have grass and be mowed 
regularly; grass should grow no taller than eight 
inches. Taller ornamental plants and flowers 
must be maintained appropriately. 

Unpleasant or poisonous weeds must be 
eliminated as well. Find a list of harmful (known 
as noxious) plants in the “Plants, Insects” 
section at mda.state.mn.us.

My neighbor has a pile of junk in the 
yard. Can it be kept there?
No. Please report any junk piles to City staff. 
We’ll inspect the property and provide the 
owner with proper disposal options for wood, 
appliances, and other refuse items, as well as 
composting requirements for grass and leaves.

TIPS FROM CODE 
ENFORCEMENT

connection points, voice shopping technology, and 
a checkout-free experience.”

Businesses aren’t the only ones with building 
plans. 

“Homeowners are taking out a record number 
of zoning permits,” she says. Last year, the City 
received 54 zoning permits by the end of April;  
by the end of April 2021, 132 permits were pulled.

“Homeowners, many of whom are still working 
from home, are adding rooms, decks, sport courts, 
fences, and more,” she says. “We’re guessing 
that with stimulus money in hand and few 
opportunities to take vacations, cheer on sports 
teams, or attend concerts, people are choosing 
to spend extra funds on improving their living 
spaces.”

For a complete rundown of the wide variety  
of current development projects, check out the  
list at cityofeagan.com/development.

Eagan has changed its rule regarding leashed 
dogs. The City now requires dogs to be leashed 
whenever off their property. This change puts 
Eagan in line with neighboring communities’ 
rules for pets. Just as before, dogs are required 
to be leashed in parks, except for designated 
off-leash dog parks. Previously, Eagan allowed a 
dog off its owner’s property to be controlled by 
a leash or voice command.

Eagan is educating the public to make sure 
paths, parks, and public places remain accessible 
and friendly for everyone. For more information, 
visit cityofeagan.com/animal-rules.

Need this translated?   

¿Necesita esta traducido?   

Ma u baahan tahay tarjamadaan    

Xav tau qhov no txhais los?   

(651) 675-5000 

EAGAN’S JULY 4TH FUNFEST RETURNS
Excitement is building as organizers of Eagan’s July 4th Funfest 
forge ahead with plans aimed at safely providing plenty of 
food, fireworks, and fun in honor of our nation’s independence.

“We’re thrilled to be back, and we can’t wait to begin providing 
details about what’s in store for this year’s celebration,” says 
Jordan Schuetzle, chair of Eagan’s July 4th Funfest Board  
of Directors.

Following the cancellation of Funfest last year, Schuetzle says 
in addition to hosting one of the largest fireworks spectaculars 
in the region, activities will include a citywide scavenger hunt, 
a bike parade, a blood drive, the annual Eagan Ambassadors 
coronation program, and a special celebration promoting local 
restaurants. Find out more at eaganfunfest.org.

Can neighbors plant on, build on,  
or alter park land?
No. We’ve seen neighbors who live 
adjacent to parks build fences or 
structures, grow gardens, landscape, and 
even chop down trees on park land. If you 
see park land being altered for personal 
use by a neighbor, please report this to the 
City. Fixing, replacing, or removing an item 
will cost the homeowner, and penalties 
could be imposed.

If you have questions or need to report a 
code violation, contact us at (651) 675-5687 
or visit cityofeagan.com/codeenforcement.

Apartments at Viking Lakes are just 
one of the new residential projects 
currently underway in Eagan.

RICK GRAVES

https://www.mda.state.mn.us
https://cityofeagan.com/development
https://eaganfunfest.org
https://cityofeagan.com/codeenforcement


When hired as Eagan’s first full-time fire chief 15 years ago, 
Mike Scott said he’d landed his dream job. That dream 
began decades earlier when his father joined the new 
Eagan Volunteer Fire Department. From age 7, Scott says, 
“I would beg my dad to take me along to the fire station 
every chance I got.” Often, he’d hold the clipboard as his 
dad ran through the equipment checklist. Or he’d excitedly 
ride along when a fire truck needed refueling. At age 18, 
he joined as a volunteer too.

A memory that has stayed with Scott from his early days 
as a volunteer firefighter is an apartment fire in 1996. He 
says it’s vivid, in part, because he was a young father with 
a second daughter on the way. As the crew opened one 
apartment door, they saw the space engulfed with fire and 
smoke. “We could barely see,” he remembers. Suddenly, 
he was handed a baby, covered in soot and not breathing. 
Despite the fire and smoke, he removed his air mask and 
began rescue breathing on the infant as he ran with her toward the exit. “It seemed like the longest 
hallway ever,” Scott recalls. “But just as I cleared the doorway, the baby took a breath.... It’s something 
that stays with you. I’ll never forget.” 

Over the past couple of years, Scott has led the 
organization’s transition from an all-volunteer/
paid-per-call organization to a paid staff with 
36 full-time firefighters (all with EMT or medic 
training) at three fire stations. Thanks to their 
24/7/365 coverage, they’ve cut response times  
in half, saving both lives and property. In 2018, 
Scott was named Minnesota Fire Chief of the  
year by his peers for the work he did leading  
the transition. 

After 35 years of service, Scott retires at the end of May and says he’s proud of the new foundation he’s 
been able to build — in addition to the strong volunteer department he previously led. 
“I’m really, really proud of the heritage of this department — all the volunteers who’ve served this 
community so well.”

Scott says his family’s history with the fire department and his long service as a volunteer perhaps  
made him uniquely suited to lead the department through so much change. “I hope I was the right 
person in the right job at the right time.”

CHIEF SCOTT RETIRES

In the summer, more people take to the streets, 
walking and biking to get around. That’s why it 
takes all of us doing our part to make sure we get 
to where we’re going safely. Our public safety and 
public works teams have put together the list of 
friendly reminders to help us stay safe. For more 
road safety tips, visit nhtsa.gov/road-safety.

Everyone:
	 Be predictable. Follow the rules of the road, 

and obey signs and signals.

	 Always be alert; don’t let electronic devices 
distract you, taking your eyes (and ears) off  
the road.

	 Make eye contact with people you encounter  
at intersections, whether you’re driving, biking, 
or walking.

Drivers:
	 Observe speed limits, and be aware of your 

surroundings.

	 Give the driver ahead of you plenty of room. 

	 Give walkers and runners the right of way at 
marked and unmarked crossings.

	 Be alert for pedestrians when turning corners.

	 Ensure everyone in your vehicle is wearing a 
seat belt or safely secured in a car seat.

	 Don’t let passengers distract you.

	 Slow down in neighborhoods. Did you know: 
most speeding on neighborhood streets is 
done by drivers who live nearby?

Walkers and Runners:
	 Choose a safe area to walk or run. Trails and 

sidewalks are best. If you are walking on a 
road, walk along the edge with traffic facing 
you (generally, the left side).

	 Always be alert; don’t let electronic devices 
prevent you from seeing (or hearing) 
vehicles, motorcycles, etc.

	 Cross at intersections and give yourself 
enough time to cross if they’re not marked 
crosswalks.

	 Make sure you’re seen. Wear bright clothing 
during the day and reflective clothing at dusk 
and at night.

Bikers:
	 Ride on a trail if possible or in the same 

direction as cars, at the right edge of  
the roadway.

	 Signal turns and obey traffic signs.

	 Give pedestrians the right of way at marked 
and unmarked crossings.

	 Make sure you’re seen. Wear bright clothing 
during the day and reflective clothing at dusk 
and at night.

	 Wear a helmet.

FALL SPORTS  
STARTING SOON
Stay active this fall by playing on an Eagan 
Parks & Recreation adult sports league.

	 Men’s and co-ed fall softball leagues start 
the week of August 9.

	 Adult flag football starts August 25.

	 Men’s basketball starts the week of 
September 13.

	 Women’s and co-ed volleyball leagues start 
the week of September 13.

Registration for softball begins June 21. 
Basketball, flag football, and volleyball 
registration begins July 19. 

For more information, visit  
cityofeagan.com/adultsports.

50+ SENIOR PROGRAMS 
AND EVENTS
Eagan is expanding summer programs and 
adding more events for people over age 50 at 
parks and recreation facilities. Offerings include 
picnics at Eagan Central Park, miniature golf, 
appetizers and music at Trapp Farm Park.

In addition, those interested in educational 
programs can sign up for a defensive driving 
course, TED Talks, and nearly two dozen health-
and-wellness classes. Find details and register 
at discovereagan.com in the “News from the 
Front Porch” section of the Discover catalog; 
register at discovereagan.com or (651) 675-
5500, option 1. You can also subscribe to email 
updates at cityofeagan.com/seniors.

SPARK! PUPPETRY 
RETURNS IN JUNE
Eagan’s favorite puppet friends have been 
waiting all year to see their young fans again at 
the Spark! Mobile. This unique puppet theater 
on wheels is designed to provide entertainment 
and education to spark kids’ imaginations.

Beginning the week of June 21, the Spark! 
Mobile will travel to parks all across the 
community. Spark! puppets will perform two 
morning shows weekdays, offering original 
stories brought to life by Annie and her puppet 
friends. Children can create their own stories 
and learn about the art of puppetry with their 
Spark! coloring book too.

New this year: Spark! performances on 
Thursday evenings in July and August will 
include music. For the Spark! schedule,  
visit cityofeagan.com/spark.

SAFE ROADS 
ARE A SHARED 
RESPONSIBILITY

“It has been an honor to do this job,”  
he says. “The department now has a really 
strong foundation for future generations 
to build on. That foundation will continue 

to serve the community’s needs for  
years to come. And we’re ready for 
someone else to build onto that.”

https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety
https://www.cityofeagan.com/register
https://www.cityofeagan.com/register
https://cityofeagan.com/seniors
https://cityofeagan.com/spark
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TWO-WEEK SELF-
PACED TRIATHLON

Challenge yourself to a self-
paced triathlon and earn a 
free T-shirt! Anyone age 12 
and up can swim or row, 
bike, and run or walk to 
make up your own personal 

triathlon. Complete these miles between July 19 
and August 1. Participants can access the bikes, 
indoor track, rowers, and treadmills at the ECC 
during these two weeks. Find more information 
and register by Monday, July 12, at  
cityofeagan.com/fitness.

MARKET FEST OPENS JUNE 2
Market Fest kicks off its 15th season on Wednesday, June 2! Join us every week, June through 
September, for your favorite Market Fest vendors, offering fresh fruit and vegetables, frozen meat, 
breads, treats, honey, sauces, flowers, soaps, and more. 

Market Fest is held at Eagan’s Central Park Festival Grounds (1501 Central Pkwy.) each Wednesday, 4–8 
p.m. Find a full schedule — including entertainment (starting Wednesday, June 23) — event guidelines,  
and more at cityofeagan.com/marketfest. 

SUMMER CAMPS  
AND ACTIVITIES
It’s not too late to register for summer camps 
and activities! Weekly activity registrations make 
it easy and flexible to fit you and your family’s 
needs. Adult, youth, and preschool programs  
are still accepting registrations. Visit 
discovereagan.com to learn more!

SUMMER FITNESS 90 
DAYS FOR $99!
Purchase a $99 summer fitness pass by June 15, 
and you can work out at the Eagan Community 
Center Fitness Center for three months. That’s 
barely over $1 per day! Find out more and sign 
up at cityofeagan.com/fitness.PARK PROJECTS

A new entrance gate at Eagan’s Central Park 
Festival Grounds is one of this year’s park 
projects you’ll see cropping up around town. 
Other projects, including public artworks, are 
listed at cityofeagan.com/parkprojects.

https://www.cityofeagan.com
https://cityofeagan.com/fitness
https://cityofeagan.com/marketfest
https://www.cityofeagan.com/register
https://cityofeagan.com/fitness
https://cityofeagan.com/parkprojects

