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ESTABLISHED 1860 EAGAN, MINNESOTA

It’s everywhere. Information and reminders to be 
sure every person gets counted in the upcoming 
United States Census. But why does it matter? 

The census is much more than just a head count. 
It provides a picture of our nation that helps 
determine where to build new schools, hospitals, 
and businesses; how federal funding is distributed; 
and how congressional seats are apportioned. 

It also helps us see how our communities have 
changed over time. That’s why an accurate count 
is so important. 

Understanding the Census 
Once every decade, the federal government 
conducts a census of the entire population to 
count everyone in the United States and record 
basic information about them. 

Our nation’s founders believed this data was 
so important that they mandated the decennial 
(every 10 years) census in the Constitution.

Easy and Convenient 
In 2020, for the first time ever, the U.S. Census 
Bureau will accept responses online, but you can 

still respond by phone or mail if you prefer. 

Confidential and Secure 
Strict federal law protects your census responses. 
It is against the law for any Census Bureau 
employee to disclose or publish any census 
information that identifies an individual or 
business. 

Census Bureau employees are required to handle 
data confidentially and responsibly to keep your 
information private. It’s the law. 

No law enforcement agency including DHS, ICE, 
the FBI, or the CIA can access or use census data 
at any time.  

Information collected can only be used for 
statistical purposes that help inform important 
decisions, including how much federal funding 
your community receives. 

The Census Bureau will never ask for your Social 
Security number, bank or credit card account 
numbers, money or donations, or anything on 
behalf of a political party. 

2020 CENSUS – EVERYONE COUNTS IN EAGAN!

PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION PRIMARY MARCH 3

IMPACT EAGAN!
SERVE ON A COMMISSION
Engaging with the community and hearing 
from many voices is part of Eagan’s recipe 
for a successful community. You can make 
a direct impact by sharing your thoughts 
and time as a member of an advisory 
commission.  Applications are now being 
accepted for these commissions:

Advisory Planning Commission 

Advisory Parks & Recreation Commission 

Airport Relations Advisory Commission 

Energy & Environment Commission 

Eagan-Inver Grove Heights Watershed 
Management Organization 

Advisory Commissions meet every one to 
two months. At meetings, members review 
ideas, gather information, and provide 
advice on decision-making processes for 
items to be considered by the City Council. 

If you are interested in serving on a 
commission, apply by March 20. Candidates 
will be interviewed by the City Council in 
April and chosen in late spring. 

Find more about each advisory committee 
and apply at cityofeagan.com/commissions.

For the first time since 1992, Minnesota voters 
will be able to vote in the Presidential Nomination 
Primary. On March 3, polls will be open from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m.

There will be separate ballots for each major 
political party. State law requires voters to request 
the ballot of the party of their choice. A voter’s 
choice of party ballot will be recorded and is 
private data. However, a list of who voted in a 
presidential nomination primary and the political 
party each voter selected will be provided to the 
chair of each major political party. How a voter 
voted on the ballot will be secret.

Some polling places in Eagan have changed this 
year, so voters should check mnvotes.org to 
confirm their voting location.

Absentee & Early Voting
Absentee voting for the Presidential 
Nomination Primary began January 17. Voters can 
obtain an absentee ballot in-person by visiting 
the Fire Safety Center, 1001 Station Trail, or by 
submitting an absentee ballot application online 
via mnvotes.org. 

Early voting begins February 25 and can also 
be done at the Fire Safety Center, 1001 Station 
Trail. Offices are open for voting from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday; 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on February 29 and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
March 2. 

For more information about voting, visit  
mnvotes.org or call the City at (651) 675-5000.

The Census Bureau has a robust cybersecurity 
program that incorporates industry best practices 
and federal security standards for encrypting 
data. 

To make sure everyone in Eagan is counted,  
fill out your census online, by phone or mail. 
Visit 2020census.gov for more. Updates about 
Eagan and the 2020 Census will be posted at 
cityofeagan.com/2020census.

Al Kiecker



Fairfield Inn & Suites is under contruction on a 
120-room hotel adjacent to the Premium Outlets 
Mall.

Emagine Theater upgraded the former Regal 
Cinemas building to a 14-screen movie theater 
with lounge seating and other entertainment.

Raising Cane’s opened as a fast-casual 
restaurant and drive-through in 2019 in the Quarry 
development.

Projects approved for 2020

Viking Lakes will soon be home to 261 upscale 
apartments, a fitness center, and retail.  This is the 
first phase of residential development.

Olive Garden was approved to build a casual 
restaurant at Central Park Commons.

The Preserve at Eagan adds 172 market-rate 
apartments across from the Premium Outlets Mall.

Learn more at cityofeagan.com/development.
*All values referenced are based on building permit construction costs.

When companies invest and reinvest here, Eagan 
stays vibrant. It diversifies our economy and 
expands our tax base. 

Two years ago, with the introduction of Viking 
Lakes, Prime Therapeutics, and the Quarry 
developments, Eagan experienced a record 
year for new building permit valuations. The 
$428 million in building permit valuations* was 
an amount double that of the previous highest 
valuation year. Eagan continues to sustain its 
momentum on that landmark year, with another 
$245.8 million year in 2019.

2019 completed and ongoing projects
Omni Viking Lakes Hotel a 320-room, four-
star, full-service hotel, scheduled to open in fall 
2020. Billed as a “retreat destination for leisure 
and business travelers,” this 14-story hotel, 
had a value of $87.5 million, and is planned 
to be an important part of a larger mixed-use 
development at Viking Lakes.

Lexington Pointe Senior Living a 173-unit 
senior residential facility slated to open in 
fall 2020. It includes independent, assisted, 
and memory care options and a daycare. The 
project’s valuation is $28 million.

Costco retail membership club opened in fall 
2019, valued at nearly $18 million.

WHAT’S DEVELOPING?

LONE OAK ROAD & LEXINGTON AVENUE 
PROJECT COMING SOON
This spring road construction will be happening 
at Lone Oak Road and Lexington Avenue to 
improve safety and traffic flow. Preparation for 
the project started last fall. 

Here’s what you need to know:

Construction Timeline
November 2019–September 2020

Some preliminary work was done this fall, but 
construction on the road will begin in the spring 
and is expected to be done by September.

Benefits
The project will improve safety by simplifying the 
lanes and increasing sight lines. The road will be 

widened to allow for these changes.

Impact
At points lanes will be closed and may slow traffic. 
Please be safe when traveling through this area.

Get Updates
To receive email updates for this project, email 
Erin Borchert at erin.borchert@co.dakota.mn.us. 
Please include “Lexington and Lone Oak” in the 
subject line. 

Any questions or comments concerning this 
or any Dakota County highway projects, 
email hwyconstruction@co.dakota.mn.us or 
phone (952) 891-7900.

TIPS ON 
ZONING 
PERMITS
Are you planning to replace your driveway 
or add a fence, build a shed or make an 
improvement to your property?  If so, you 
may be required to get a zoning permit 
before you begin.  We all want to make sure 
our neighborhoods are livable and meet our 
community’s standards – including setbacks, 
heights, size and quality.  The good news is, 
zoning permits are free (in some instances 
an inspection be necessary and a minimal 
fee may apply).

A Zoning Permit is required for certain 
improvements that do not require a building 
permit.  A Zoning Permit helps ensure the 
improvement is done properly and meets 
City Code standards.

Home and yard improvements that require a 
zoning permit include:

Fences

Patios, sport and tennis courts

Driveway replacement/expansion and 
sidewalks

 Detached decks below 30 inches high 
(all others require a buiding permit)

Sheds and playhouses 

Retaining walls less than 4 feet in height 
(larger retaining walls require a building 
permit)

Docks

City staff is happy to review or answer 
questions about any type of improvement 
you are planning, so reach out prior to your 
next project. 

Information on the how, what, when, and 
where of home improvement permits is 
available at cityofeagan.com/permits. 

Looking for a summer job close to home?

Each summer, Eagan hires over 700 people 
who work throughout the city, in parks, streets, 
utilities, forestry water resources, at Cascade Bay, 
and elsewhere. 

WORK FOR EAGAN THIS SUMMER
Internships are also available in career fields. 

Postings will begin in February with hiring by 
mid-March. Check often for new job listings at 
cityofeagan.com/jobs.

Linda Hoss Linda Hoss



Happy screams and peals of laughter could be 
heard rippling through the air as hearty Eagan 
residents tested out the tubing hill at Trapp Farm 
Park on January 7. Free tubing, s’mores, and other 
goodies were a part of the festivities at the Grand 
Opening of the new Trapp Farm Park shelter 
building that evening.

“We screamed a lot - because it was fun…
it was fast and fun,” said two young tubers in 
attendance, 7-year-old Lizzy and 3-year-old 
Gabby. “Can we go again?”

The grown-ups mostly marveled over the new 
and modern shelter building with its cozy, yet 
contemporary fireplace, high ceilings, and bright 
open spaces. The space is nearly three times as 
large as the previous building and flows nicely to 
connect with the outdoor picnic shelter space in 
warmer months. 

“This building has a lot of improvements over the 
previous one-room space, built in the 1980s,” said 
Andrew Pimental, Eagan’s Director of Parks & 
Recreation. “It includes a great space for meetings 
and recreational programming. The bathrooms 
have also been upgraded and are accessible from 
outside and inside the building. It’s a beautiful 
building that serves more of the community’s 
needs.”

Taking care of our water begins with you. Your yard can help 
enhance local lake water quality and be pollinator friendly too! 
That’s why we’re offering a free workshop to teach tips on how to 
transform your yard into a beautiful and eco-beneficial landscape. 
Check out the free Landscaping for Clean Water workshop on 
Monday, April 27, for ideas, inspiration, and information.

Past attendees have shared that the class is a great resource to 
understand more about native plants, pollinators and how gardens 
can help keep water clean. The class comes just in time to begin 
planning for spring yard projects.

Experts from the Dakota County Soil & Water Conservation District 
will show you affordable designs to help water drainage, and attract 
butterflies, bees, and other pollinators. Afterwards, you can sign up 
for an advanced 
workshop and design 
a plan specific to your 
property.

The workshop is 
free, but we’d like 
to know who’s 
coming, so sign up 
at dakotaswcd.org.

Monday, April 27
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Eagan Civic Arena
3870 Pilot Knob Road

The building serves multiple purposes including 
Preschool in the Park. In the winter, it is a cozy 
warming house where spectators can stay warm 
watching tubers whiz by. The room will also be 
available to rent as a beautiful meeting space 
for neighborhood associations, family reunions, 
graduation parties, and other events.

Come visit the tubing hill and shelter building 
this winter. Hill hours and information are 
available at cityofeagan.com/tubing. Information 
about renting the space can also be found at 
cityofeagan.com/pavilions-shelters.

big impact on water quality.  They’ve worked to educate people 
about good lawn practices, assisted businesses and contractors to 
implement good stormwater management, and partnered with the 
DNR and wetland volunteers to stock fish and monitor lake health. 

Thanks to these efforts and others, Eagan residents can find a top-
quality fishing lake within one mile of their home. That’s a strong 
testament to the work that’s been done to sustain our healthy lakes.

NEW SHELTER BUILDING 
CELEBRATED AT TRAPP FARM

BUTTERFLIES, BEES, 
AND CLEAN WATER PLEASE!

30 YEARS OF PROTECTING LAKES & PONDS

This winter, bring a kid out 
ice fishing and enjoy Eagan’s 
abundant frozen lake water. You 
can help teach kids a skill you 
love, or learn to ice fish together. 
Our Take-A-Kid Fishing event 
is on Saturday, February 1, at 
Blackhawk Park from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. 

That weekend, any Minnesotan 
resident can fish for free when 
they accompany a child, 15 
or younger. No ice fishing 
experience is necessary. We 
provide equipment and bait, 
while supplies last (then we can 
share), or you can bring your 
own. 

Family Ice Fishing Event 
includes: 

pre-drilled holes on the ice 
for easy fishing 

experienced staff and fishing 
volunteers to show ice 
fishing techniques 

a campfire with s’mores and 
cider

a prize drawing at 2 p.m.

a whole lot of fun!

In Eagan our natural resources are key to our way of life. That’s 
why 30 years ago, Eagan was the first city in the state to 

create a program dedicated to help conserve and protect 
our lake water. 

Throughout 2020, we’ll be focusing attention on some of the 
work that has been done to keep Eagan’s lakes and ponds healthy. 

Since 1990, efforts by our water resources staff have made a 

FISHING FUN ON ICE

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring a bucket or lawn chair to sit 
on, wear layered winter clothes, 
especially a hat and scarf, gloves 
and insulated or waterproof boots 
with thick socks to stay warm. 

For more information or to 
register contact Eagan Parks & 
Recreation at (651) 675-5500 or 
at discovereagan.com.

Saturday, February 1
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Blackhawk Park
1629 Murphy Pkwy

Whether you are an aspiring filmmaker or want 
to post fun but professional-looking videos on 
YouTube, ETV can help!  “Make High-Quality 
Videos with Your Smartphone” will help you 
capture great footage and distribute it – all with 
your phone.

In this class, Eagan’s digital production staff 
will help you unlock the power of your phone 
with some easy techniques and inexpensive 
accessories. This class is offered Monday, March 9, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Want to become a compelling storyteller?  Then 
“Intro to Screenwriting” is the class for you. In 
this four-week course you’ll learn how to develop 
an idea and turn it into a screenplay. From the 
basics of story structure to writing your first draft, 
this course covers it all. The class is offered on 
four Mondays: March 23, March 30, April 6, and 
April 13 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Sign up at eagan-tv.com/classes.

TAKE YOUR VIDEO TO 
THE NEXT LEVEL

Lizzie and Gabby took a break from tubing near the fireplace 
inside the new Trapp Farm Park shelter building.

Linda Hoss
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IDEAS ABOUND AT WEDDING EXPO
Your wedding is a special day, and at the Eagan Community Center, we take that seriously. After all, 
we host over 100 ceremonies and receptions each year. So, who better to bring together all of the 
important components for your big day? 

The 15th annual Wedding Expo has 40 vendors waiting to help you plan for your event. At the Expo 
you can find bakeries, caterers, decorators, DJs, dress and tuxedo trends, florists, travel experts, 
wedding planners, and more. You will also be able to talk with experts, gain ideas, consider pricing, 
and sample some delicious food and beverage choices. You can also see some of the beautiful 
spaces you might consider at the Eagan Community Center.

Bring your spouse-to be, attendants, parents, and loved ones to help start your planning; or simply to 
spend a fun and delicious afternoon together. Tickets are $5 online and at the door. More information 
at cityofeagan.com/weddings. 

Saturday, April 5  Eagan Community Center 
1:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  1501 Central Parkway 

SUMMER KICKOFF
Missing the feel of summer? Come to the Kick-
Off to Summer event at the Eagan Community 
Center and start making your summer plans. Play 
some favorite summer games, learn about camps 
and classes, 50+ senior activities, adult sports 
leagues, art options, and more ways to play this 
summer. 

Get ahead of the game and register for programs 
on site. You can also purchase a dog license, or 
buy season passes for Cascade Bay. 

Sunday, March 15 
2 to 4 p.m.

Eagan Community Center  
1501 Central Parkway

INDOOR MARKET
Shop local this winter and visit the Indoor Market 
through February. Thanks to a leap year, we get 
a bonus market day! Vendors have fresh eggs, 
locally raised meats, root vegetables, sauces, 
soaps, spices, and more. 

Saturdays, February 1, 15 and 29  
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Eagan Community Center  
1501 Central Parkway  

Mick Richards

Linda Hoss


