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ESTABLISHED 1860 EAGAN, MINNESOTA

Eagan’s lush tree canopy is part of our identity 
as a community. Tree preservation and protecting 
and investing in our environment is one of 
our community’s top values and priorities. 
Unfortunately, Eagan’s green roof is under attack 
by a tiny little bug that fights to the death. 

No one knows this better than Eagan’s new City 
forester Adam Schnaible and the forestry team. 
Five years ago, the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) – a 
small green bug that produces wood-eating larva 
– was first found in Eagan. City crews have been 
working diligently to stop the spread of this highly 
active pest. 

“We‘re out every day educating the public, 
identifying diseased trees, and removing trees 
in parks and on boulevards,” Schnaible shared. 
“We’ve removed hundreds of boulevard and 
park trees.” Despite these efforts, the infestation 
has reached a point of no return. “We’re now 
accepting that infestation is widespread and 

untreated ash trees will need to be removed,” 
says Schnaible.  

This winter, while the bugs are dormant, City 
crews will remove another 100-200 ash trees 
from parks and boulevards. Trees will be marked 
with ribbons prior to removal and property 
owners will also get a letter when a tree is being 
removed on their boulvard.

Have an ash tree on your property?
Forestry staff encourages residents to remove 
trees sooner, rather than later.  Even though 
trees may look healthy, delaying will simply make 
removal more difficult and expensive. As trees 
become infected with EAB they begin to die, 
becoming brittle, and a safety risk. 

For information about winter EAB removal plans, 
and an EAB management guide, visit 
www.cityofeagan.com/eab

OUR VALUES: PROTECTING OUR TREES
FORESTRY TEAM FOCUSED ON EAB BATTLE

#POSITIVELY EAGAN

2020 CENSUS: 
MAKE SURE YOU’RE 
COUNTED
Every 10 years, 
the U.S. Census 
endeavors to count 
everyone living in 
the country. The 
process gathers 
extensive data on 
communities, including population trends, 
growth projections, demographics, and more.

The resulting count will guide the distribution 
of funding to Minnesota’s communities, 
determine political representation for the 
next decade, and provide data that shapes 
how Minnesota’s policymakers and business 
leaders decide to invest public and private 
resources.

To find more information on the City of 
Eagan’s efforts on the 2020 Census visit 
www.cityofeagan.com/2020census.

The holiday season is filled with magical stories, 
and that is no exception here in Eagan. We have 
started capturing them at ETV in our series, 
#PositivelyEagan. 

In each episode we highlight who we are as a 
community and the good and inspiration we 
create, as individuals, and together. 

Stories have included a local dentist who is also 
a state champion quilter, an Eagan freshman who 
plays on the MN Wild blind hockey team and 
some elementary students and seniors who come 
together to inspire each other to read. 

We know there are more stories to bring to life, so 
we are asking you to share the bright stories you 
see in the community at www.cityofeagan.com/
watch/positively-eagan. Then watch the stories 
on ETV, Facebook, and YouTube. Just search 
#PositivelyEagan.

@forslundphotos

Left to right is Eagan’s forestry team, Adam Schnaible, 
Loren Danson, Kevin Sturgeleski, Alissa Cotton, and 
Lindsay Benthin.

Kira  Erickson



Avoid frustration. Know the City’s 
requirements 

City plows are designed to discharge snow 
to the roadsides and are not capable of 
skipping driveways. Consider waiting until 
plows come through before shoveling the 
end of your driveway.

Make sure your mailbox is in good condition. 
The City replaces mailboxes that are 
damaged, broken or knocked down only 
if there was a direct hit by the snow plow 
as long as the mailbox was installed and 
maintained to City and postal specifications.

The City is not responsible for damage to any 
objects/amenities such as sprinkler heads, 
driveway, fences, landscaping, etc. in a public 
boulevard area, which is 12 to 15 feet behind 
the curb. This area is designated for snow 
storage.

To avoid sod or other damage, consider 
marking your yard line with stakes. This can 
help avoid damage to grass. If we do damage 
your grass, give us a call and we’ll reseed in 
the spring.  

Want to learn more about snow plowing in 
Eagan? We’ve created interactive maps with 
slideshows that give an in-depth look at our 
street and trail plowing operations. Visit 
www.cityofeagan.com/snow.

Help us help you get out and on your way 
It’s no secret. Some of us love the snow, and 
some definitely do not. For the City’s snowplow 
drivers, it doesn’t matter. Their job is to get the 
streets clear and safe as quickly as they can. 
They need your help to make sure this happens 
when it snows.

Move cars off the street when snow is 
predicted 
Navigating around cars takes plow drivers more 
time. 

If you have to park in the street during the 
day, always adhere to the City’s permanent 
odd/even daytime parking rules from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. every day, November 15 to April 15. 
This allows plows to fully clear at least one 
side of the street. 

Overnight, avoid parking across the street 
from another vehicle so plows can fit down 
the road. 

Keep garbage containers, shoveled snow, 
and other obstacles out of the street

If it snows on garbage day, keep garbage 
and recycling bins in your driveway or 
boulevard and at least three feet behind the 
curb. Garbage truck arms can still reach this 
distance. 

Give snow plows plenty of room
Allow at least five car lengths between your 
vehicle and a plow. They can’t stop quickly. 

Leave room behind the truck for salt and 
deicer to spray. 

If you can see the face of the driver in their 
mirror, they can see you. 

When you are at an intersection, leave plows 
extra space to turn in. You may need to back 
up to help them get through. 

SNOW SEASON: BETTER 
TOGETHER

BE SMART WHEN USING SALT THIS 
WINTER: THE FISH WILL THANK YOU
Unless you are ice-fishing, you may not think 
about Eagan’s fish population this time of year. 
But if you use salt on your driveway, you should.

Currently, there are 21 lakes, 22 streams, and 4 
wetlands in Minnesota that have unacceptable 
levels of chloride (the chemical found in common 
road and driveway salt that can harm aquatic 
life). Thankfully none of Eagan’s waterbodies fall 
into this group. Adopting good practices now 
can help prevent future harm to lakes and fish.

Being SMART about how to apply salt on your 
driveway and sidewalk can help in the fight 
against salt pollution. The City’s water resources 
staff says the word SMART can help you 
remember:

ADOPT A HYDRANT
Protect your home
When it snows, hydrants get buried and 
are tough for firefighters to find during an 
emergency. The quicker firefighters can get 
to hydrants, the sooner they can get water to 
fight a fire at your home or business. 

The Eagan Fire Department encourages you 
to “adopt a fire hydrant” near your home or 
business to ensure hydrants are always clear 
of snow. They need three feet on all sides to 
connect hoses to a hydrant. 

When shoveling snow, don’t stand in the 
street, be aware of vehicle traffic, and be 
careful. 

Also, help keep hydrants free of overgrowth 
(grass and weeds) during the rest of the year.

CITY SEEKS FLIGHT 
PLAN CHANGES

Over the past several months, 
residents have expressed concerns 
about the growing number of 
aircraft over Eagan. The increase 
in flights is largely due to changes 

that resulted from a safety procedure the 
Federal Aviation Authority (FAA) uses to 
reduce the risk of mid-air collisions. 

The City supports all efforts to make MSP 
Airport as safe as possible. We also want to 
work to try and find solutions to have fewer 
planes over residential areas. 

This fall, Eagan’s City Council sent a letter 
to the Metropolitan Airport Commission 
(MAC) with suggestions to move planes 
over land better suited for aircraft noise, 
such as commercial and industrial areas, and 
the Minnesota River valley. The MAC, along 
with an advisory committee will review the 
recommendations in the coming months and 
we hope they provide our suggestions as 
recommendations to the FAA for consideration 
in early 2020. 

Read the letter and find updates at www.
cityofeagan.com/airport-information.

Shovel snow from walks and driveways before 
it gets compacted and turns to ice. This will 
reduce the salt needed to clear away ice later.

Moderation. More salt does not mean more 
melting. An average driveway (1,000 sq. ft.) 
only needs four 12 oz. cups of salt.

Apply less. Any excess salt can wash down 
storm drains to lakes and ponds, harming fish 
and plant life or polluting groundwater.

Reuse. If salt or sand is visible on dry 
pavement, it is no longer doing its job and will 
be washed away. Sweep it up and reuse it next 
time it snows.

Temperature affects how salt works. Most 
deicing products do not work at temps below 
15 degrees. Try using small amounts of sand 
to reduce slipping. Again, sweep this up when 
pavement dries.

City crews are salt SMART too
Every Eagan plow driver is trained to use less salt 
and apply deicers wisely. The goal is to provide 
the safest roads and trails we can, using the least 
chemical treatments possible. Their equipment 
helps in the battle as application technology can 
monitor the amounts of salt or brine being applied. 
This is based on the current road temperature, the 
truck speed and other factors.

For more information and tips about protecting 
Eagan’s waterbodies, visit www.cityofeagan.com/
lakesandwetlands.

Kara Sharpe



The Eagan Community Center is lit up (or soon 
will be) with activities for the holiday season 
and throughout the winter. We have several new 
programs for all ages taking place here.  

Community Tree Lighting
Thursday, December 5 • 5 p.m.-7 p.m.
Start your holiday season out brightly at our 
community tree lighting. All are welcome to take 
in the lights and walk the trails, while sipping hot 
cocoa and listening to music by Eagan Women of 
Note. The tree will be lit at 6:00 p.m.

You can also help brighten the holiday season for 
others by bringing food items to donate to the 
Open Door food pantry.  

A Visit with Santa & Mrs. Claus
Saturday, December 7 • 10:00 a.m.–Noon
Share your wish-list, make a craft, and snap a 
photo with Santa and Mrs. Claus at this free 
annual event hosted by the Eagan 50+ Seniors.

While you are here, you can also shop for gifts at 
the indoor Eagan Market Fest from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.

New Year’s Eve Family Event
Tuesday, December 31 • 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
Join in the countdown…a bit early at our family-
friendly New Year’s Eve Event. Dance to music, 

capture New Year’s cheer in the photo booth, play 
in the Blast, catch a movie, and enjoy the beach 
ball drop at noon! Get tickets in advance (highly 
encouraged) at www.discovereagan.com. 

Blacklight Dodgeball
Saturday, January 18
Ages 7-9 • 4:30-6:00 p.m. 
Ages 10-12 • 6:00-7:30 p.m.  
Get ready to jump, juke, and dodge at our 
blacklight dodgeball game. The game gets even 
better when you add music and your friends. For 
the full effect wear a white tee-shirt so you light 
up in the dark.  

Not into dodgeball? No problem. A DJ will be 
spinning all your favorite tunes. Fee includes slice 
of pizza, drink, and a cookie. Register by January 
10 at www.discovereagan.com.

Camp ECC: A Break at Winter Break
7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Children ages 5-10 can enjoy a full day of active 
play when school is out! At Camp ECC, we offer 
hands-on creative play, fitness, gym games, the 
Blast indoor playground, and so much more! Go 
to www.discovereagan.com to register.

Never miss an event at the Eagan Community 
Center, located at 1501 Central Parkway. Visit 
www.eagancommunitycenter.com or stop by.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
GIFTS WITH THRIFT
Finding special gifts for your loved ones can 
be a difficult task. Too often, the toys, clothes, 
electronics, and trinkets we buy are used a 
handful of times before they become trash. So, 
it may not 
surprise you 
that trash 
increases by 25 
percent between 
Thanksgiving and 
the new year. 

This year, think 
differently about 
shopping and help the 
environment as well. Think 
about giving gifts that 
create less trash, reduces, 
reuses, and upcycles items. 

Shop Local at the Indoor Market Fest
December 7 and 21, January 4 and 18, 
February 1, 15 and 29 • 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
If you do have to buy, a great way to do so is to 
shop local this winter at Market Fest in the Eagan 
Community Center, every other Saturday through 
February. 

Fifteen vendors are featured weekly with free 
samples and time to visit one-on-one about their 
products. SNAP/EBT is accepted onsite. Products 
include: winter root vegetables, honey, jam, 
sauces, BBQ sauce, baked goods, frozen strudel, 
German sausage, and frozen pork. 

HOLIDAY TREE SAFETY
As you deck the halls, be fire 
smart. A small tree fire can grow 
very quickly.

PICKING & PLACING A TREE
  Choose a tree with fresh, green 

needles that do not fall off when 
touched. 

Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 
2” from the bottom of the trunk and add 
water to the tree stand daily.

Place tree at least 3 feet from any heat 
source, like a heat vent, fireplace, heater, 
or candle. Heat too close to a tree causes 
1 in every 4 tree fires.

AFTER THE HOLIDAYS
Get rid of the tree before it is dried-out. 
Dry trees are a fire danger. 

Set the tree out for your garbage hauler 
or bring to a compost site. Don’t leave it in 
the garage, outside on a deck, or against 
the home. 

TRAVEL SAFELY
When your home is filled with gifts, 
don’t give crooks easy access, 
especially if you’re away.

  Double check door and window 
locks.

  Make your home seem occupied 
with light timers and a radio.

Ask a neighbor to shovel, put garbage 
containers in and out on trash day, and park 
in your driveway sometimes.

Stop mail, newspaper, and other deliveries.

SHOP SAFELY
Shop with a buddy and be aware of your 
surroundings.

Use credit cards instead of carrying cash. 
Know how to report lost or stolen cards.

Keep track of shopping bags and don’t 
overload yourself. If your hands are full, a 
pickpockets’ job is easier.

AVOID PACKAGE THEFT
More online shopping means 
more items being delivered. Be 
sure you plan for packages to 
be delivered  safely. Packages 
sitting on your steps are an 
easy target for thieves. Consider 

these options:

Require a signature for packages and 
deliver to your place of business if you’re 
typically not at home.

Leave specific delivery instructions of 
where to leave packages away from street 
view. 

Some merchants and delivery companies 
provide a locker option where you can 
pick up packages.

Set up alerts for when deliveries are made.

If you believe a package has been stolen, 
contact the shipper right away to confirm 
it was delivered. If it was stolen, call the 
Eagan Police Department at 911 (for 
emergency and non-emergency).

MAKE THE HOLIDAYS MERRY & SAFE

FESTIVE EVENTS AT EAGAN 
COMMUNITY CENTER

READY. SET.
Play volleyball this winter

If you’re resolving to be more active in 
2020, Eagan’s adult volleyball leagues 
start in early January. Registration is 
open now until December 20 for men’s, 
women’s, and co-rec teams.

Officiated and fully recreational leagues are 
offered. Gather a team and register at www.
discovereagan.com. Interested in playing but don’t 
have a team? Find out about our free agents list 
and more league information at www.cityofeagan.
com/volleyball.

RICK GRAVES

GIVE MEMORIES

GIVE YOUR TIME

UPCYCLE USED ITEMS

BUY USED

MAKE GIFTS

ETHICAL 
BUY

BUY

Environmental hierarchy of gift giving
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Mayor: Mike Maguire 
Council Members: Paul Bakken, Cyndee Fields, Gary Hansen, Meg Tilley 
City Administrator: Dave Osberg 
(651) 675-5000 | (651) 454-8535 TTY | www.cityofeagan.com

nextdoor.com @cityofeagan

#SperryTower

SAIL THE SLOPES 
AT TRAPP FARM 
PARK TUBING HILL
Get your family and 
friends outdoors to 
race down the snowy 
hills at Trapp Farm Park 
Tubing Hill. Located on 
Wilderness Run Road 
between Dodd Road 
and Lexington Avenue, 
Trapp Farm Park Tubing 
Hill is an affordable 
adventure for all ages. 
Warm up between runs 
beside the cozy fireplace as you watch the rest of 
your crew from inside our newly constructed park 
shelter building. 

Be sure to join us on January 7, for a Grand 
Opening Celebration of the new and improved 
Trapp Farm Park shelter building. This space can 
be rented Monday - Thursday for exclusive use of 
the building and tubing hill. Bring your birthday 
party, troop, club, or team to burn off energy!

Tubes are provided with each $5 admission. 
10-visit punch cards are available for just $25! 
Children under 42” are free when accompanied 
on a tube by a paid adult. More details are at 
www.cityofeagan.com/tubing-hill.

Trapp Farm Park Tubing Hill regular hours
Mon. – Thurs. 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. (reservation only) 
Fri. 4:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Sun. Noon - 8:00 p.m.

A PRESENT FOR YOUR POOCH
You love your dog, so give your four-legged friend the holiday gift of more time at the dog park. This 
year, when you purchase or renew your 2020/2021 dog license you get access to Eagan’s dog park at 
Thresher Fields Park, included.

You can purchase licenses, $30 each, in person at the Eagan Community Center, at 1501 Central 
Parkway, over the phone at (651) 675-5500 ext 1, or online at www.cityofeagan.com/doglicense.

Pet rules reminder
Eagan only allows three pets/animals per home. That includes dogs, cats, birds, pigs, etc. Find more  
info on pet regulations at www.cityofeagan.com/animals.

@the stellarpack at Eagan Dog Park


