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Eagan Business News and E-Biz publish timely features, news and information relevant to local 
businesses and business leaders.  

 

 

Did you know? You can apply for more COVID-19 relief. The Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development (DEED) is accepting applications for the $62.5 
million Small Business Relief Grants Program for businesses impacted by COVID-19. Find 
the online application and more info at mn.gov/deed/relief. 

Have a great business story to tell? Send it to EBN@cityofeagan.com. 

 
Covid-19 plans required by all businesses 

Businesses designated “critical” by federal guidance have continued operations with safety 
protocols in place, due to their work in healthcare, public safety, agriculture and more. Now 
they, like non-critical businesses that are reopening, must adopt a COVID-19 Preparedness 
Plan, according to Executive Order 20–74 by Governor Walz. 

All businesses must fully adopt and implement a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan—it must 
include the policies, practices and conditions taken to help ensure the health and safety of 
employees and customers by June 29. If your business has yet to put a plan in place, use 
this template provided by the Department of Labor & Industry.  

 
Businesses entice customers back with enhanced cleaning, new strategies 

While thousands of people employed by Eagan businesses continue to work from home, 
many have returned to their jobs at restaurants, fitness centers, salons and movie theaters 
over the past month. Governor Walz eased restrictions beginning June 10 as the COVID-19 
pandemic appeared to plateau in Minnesota. 

“COVID is still with us,” Walz announced at the June 5 press conference, “but we gotta live 
with it.” 

Of course opening one’s business doesn’t guarantee that customers will come back, but 
businesses are doing their best to entice them with heightened cleaning and disinfecting 
efforts, innovative business strategies and more. 

Restaurants, for example, are finding a partner in the City of Eagan, whose city council 
passed an ordinance allowing them to open temporary outdoor patios. The idea is to help 
ease wary customers back into dining out. At Yankee Square shopping center, at least four 
restaurants—Hovies, Wildcats, El Loro and Subway—have opened such al fresco dining 
areas. 

“We’ve gotten a great response,” says Ricky Conaway, general manager, about the new 
Subway patio. “Customers really enjoy it. Especially during lunch, it’s helped pick up 
business.” 

Nearby, El Loro usually welcomes customers to enjoy a small patio each summer, but this 
year, thanks to the temporary patio ordinance, owner Ruben Arellano has added a second 
one, bringing the total number of outdoor tables to 12. Adding the outside railing, seating  

 

https://www.cityofeagan.com/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=archive&task=view&mailid=1231&key=zanOoYa4&subid=16257-qGvKYrNpF4HrnE&tmpl=component&acm=16257_1231
mailto:EBN@cityofeagan.com.
https://www.cityofeagan.com/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=16257&urlid=1052&mailid=1231
https://www.cityofeagan.com/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=16257&urlid=1053&mailid=1231


 

And tables was a “big job,” he says. While business 
isn’t as bustling as expected, “we can’t complain.” 
Still, many customers continue to feel more 
comfortable placing to-go orders, he adds. Arellano 
has added similar patios at his other three Twin 
Cities restaurants. 

Meanwhile, fitness studios are opening as well—and 
finding that the capacity controls ensure nearly every 
class is full. Mike and Megan Mueller opened their 
Eagan, Burnsville and Richfield OrangeTheory 
studios on June 22. They could’ve opened June 10, 
according to Governor Walz, or June 15, per 
OrangeTheory corporate guidelines, but the birth of their second daughter meant they 
needed a bit more time before throwing open their doors. 

Some OrangeTheory members continue to stay fit via online classes, but many members 
have returned. “We’re following corporate and state protocols,” says Mike, explaining that 
while they usually allow up to 36 students per class, they max out now at 12. There are two 
fitness stations of space between each attendee, and classes are now 45 minutes rather 
than an hour, allowing more time for enhanced cleaning and sanitation. That adds up to a 
dozen classes a day, 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mueller says returning members really missed having 
the accountability of showing up for class at a particular time, and their 15 staff members (all 
of whom have returned) have been glad to see members back. “Members are definitely 
ready to get back into it,” Mike says. 

Club Pilates has reopened as well. When it first closed in March, “participants were 
heartbroken as were we,” says Kristin Montpetit, general manager. “Pilates is really unique 
in that anyone can do it.” For some people, she says, it’s the only fitness class they can 
take, helping them become stronger with gentle movement.  Club Pilates’ online classes 
helped close the gap. 

Now Montpetit says the Club Pilates team of 10 
staffers has found joy in welcoming back participants. 
While some continue to take online or hybrid classes, 
many have returned. Helping them make that 
transition, Club Pilates has reduced its class capacity, 
added floor decals to remind everyone to social 
distance, and enhanced cleaning and disinfecting. 

“We’ve always prided ourselves on the cleanliness of 
our studios,” Montpetit says. Now they’re upping their 

game, constantly wiping down equipment and disinfecting high-touch areas, including 
cubbies and benches. In addition, like OrangeTheory, classes are shorter. 

“People leaving classes aren’t running into people going in,” she says. And if students have 
questions, they’re encouraged to email or text them, rather than stay after class to ask in 
person. 

As for concerns about COVID-19, both Mueller and Montpetit say that they’re hopeful. She 
says she’s looking forward to having the restrictions reduced further, noting that even if 
classes were at full capacity, there’d still be six feet between each participant. 

“I’m cautiously optimistic,” says Mueller. “Hopefully, we don’t see what’s happening in 
Arizona, Texas or Florida [with the pandemic]. We can only control what we can control 
inside the studio.” 

 
Eagan resident wins Bush Foundation Grant  

While Minnesota ranks as a top state in health, education and 
other quality of life indicators for white people, those statistics are 
among the worst in the U.S. for people of color. Moua hopes to 
increase health equity via policies and to change institutions’ 
behaviors by seeking “greater intercultural and conflict resolution 
skills, as well as deeper connections to his ancestral land of 
Laos,” according to the Bush Foundation. 
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Eagan Art Festival goes virtual 

While the Eagan Art Festival has been called off this year, people 
planning to attend the event can still support local artists through July 
31 via the Artist Pandemic Perseverance Sale. Categories include fiber 
arts, glass, jewelry, literature, mixed media, painting, photography, 
pottery, and wood. (Pictured: Necklace by artist Ann Aas) 

BRIEFLY 

People: Emily Johnson Piper, Teddy Bekele, and Dr. Jeffrey 
Kang have joined the board of trustees of Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Minnesota. 

Business: The Eagan City Council has approved plans for the Gallery of Eagan, a 162-
unit, four-story apartment complex at 3340 Pilot Knob Road near Central Park Commons. 

Government: The 2020 Eagan Market Fest is open every Wednesday through September 
2. However, due to COVID-19, new guidance has been announced: One shopper per 
household is welcome, masks should be worn, shoppers should socially distance, visits 
should be kept short, any purchased food should be eaten at home, and credit or exact 
change should be used whenever possible. In addition, vendors will be spaced out and 
hand-washing stations will be available... Eagan businesses can get information about and 
apply for temporary outdoor service permits at www.cityofeagan.com/temporary-outdoor-
use. 
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