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Eagan accounts for 25% of the rental market in Dakota 
County. According to the latest statistics, only about 
1.5% of Eagan apartments are vacant.*

Location, location, location: Twin Cities Premium 
Outlets, Central Park Commons, the Mall of America 
and other amenities make Eagan increasingly sought-
after by Twin Cities’ renters. * According to the latest statistics available: the Dakota County 2016 Rental Market 

Survey, conducted by the Dakota County Community Development Agency..
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As 2017 comes to a close, Eagan Business 
News takes a look at the City’s burgeoning 
development, from Viking Lakes to Central Park 
Commons and more. Plus, our feature story 
focuses on the growing popularity—among 
Millennials and Baby Boomers—of Eagan’s 
luxurious apartment complexes. Today, renters are 
finding these amenities close to home.

DECEMBER 2, 2017
Winter Market Fest
This wintery indoor farmer’s market is held at
the Eagan Community Center, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
every other Saturday through February 24.
For more information about this event 
and its small-business participants, visit 
cityofeagan.com/marketfest.

DECEMBER 1, 2017
Legislative Breakfast
The Dakota County Regional Chamber of 
Commerce hosts Paul Connors, Acting 
General Consul, Consulate General of 
Canada-Minneapolis. He leads Canada’s 
foreign policy and public affairs with Iowa, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota and 
South Dakota. For more information about 
this event, visit dcrchamber.com.

FROM THE EDITOR

During the second quarter of 2017, U.S. demand 

for apartment living was at near record levels, 

according to RealPage, a property management 

software company. Why? For several reasons, 

including job growth, fewer people choosing 

to become—or remain—homeowners, and 

the appeal of 

apartments with 

luxe amenities.

Indeed, 

Minneapolis-       

St. Paul has 

among the highest 

U.S. apartment 

occupancy rates 

at over 97 percent. 

Meanwhile, in the 

past few years, 

Eagan has become 

a desirable 

city for renters, 

accounting for 

25 percent of the 

rental market in all 

of Dakota County. 

No doubt that’s in large part because of 

Eagan’s growing number of upscale apartment 

communities catering to Millennials and 

Baby Boomers. Plus, these developments 

are often placed near restaurants, retail and 

transportation hubs, enticing new people to 

move to Eagan and others to remain. 

“We get a variety of clientele,” says Lera 

Anderson, community manager of The Flats 

at Cedar Grove 

(3825 Cedar Grove 

Parkway). While 

young singles and 

couples are drawn 

to the two-year-old 

property, she says, 

“the appeal of a 

maintenance-free 

lifestyle is attractive to 

people who’ve owned 

a house for 20, 30, 

40 years.” Of course, 

location is also key: 

The Flats is next door 

to Cedarvale Lanes, 

Jensen’s Food & 

Cocktails and a bus 

rapid transit station, 

not to mention close to the airport and Twin Cities 

Premium Outlets, with easy freeway access. 

When Briana Seidel decided to leave her St. Paul rental for an Eagan 
apartment close to her employer, she was anxious. “My biggest worry 
was that I was going to miss everything I’m used to,” says this CityVue 
resident. “I was hesitant to come to the suburbs, but I love Eagan so 
much. Everything is within walking distance: Panera Bread, Panda Express, 
T.J.Maxx. It’s amazing.”

Trending: Apartment living in Eagan

Trending CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Source: The Dakota County 2016 Rental Market 
Survey, conducted by the Dakota County 
Community Development Agency. 
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Trending CONTINUED FROM COVER

BRIEFLY

PEOPLE: Judy Lysne, retired CEO 

of Eagan-based Lifeworks, has been 

named the recipient of the Mark McAfee 

Friend of Workforce Award. This Dakota-

Scott Workforce Development Board honor is 

annually awarded to an individual who has 

championed workforce issues at local, state 

and/or federal levels. LifeWorks also received 

an Employers of Excellence award this fall.

BUSINESS: To gear up for the 

holiday season, Amazon is hiring at its 

delivery station in Eagan for many positions, 

some of which may transition into regular, 

full-time positions. v Blue Cross and Blue 

Shield of Minnesota has boosted its overall 

ratings among the Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services; for 2018, two of its plans 

received 4.5- and 5-star ratings based on 

quality of care, member experience, health 

plan administration and customer service. 

v  Eagan-based Factory Motor Parts is 

adding 55,000 square feet of warehouse 

space to its 152,000-square-foot distribution 

center. The company provides original factory 

automotive parts to professional service 

centers, dealerships, fleets and wholesale 

customers across most western states. They 

have roughly 360 employees in Eagan. v 

Seeking a high-traffic location, Rack Shack 

BBQ plans to open a 2,400-square-foot 

restaurant in Eagan’s Cedar Cliff Shopping 

Center in early 2018. v St. Teresa Medical, 

based in Eagan, presented two research papers 

on new technology to stop leaking spinal fluid 

at the Congress of Neurological Surgeons 

Briefly CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Newer Eagan rentals also offer a wide array 

of amenities—well beyond the underground 

parking and workout facilities touted in the 

1990s. Today’s renters often find first-floor 

retail and restaurants; smartphone-connected 

lights and air conditioning; package lockers for 

mail delivery; and much more. At The Flats, 

for instance, residents enjoy a hotel-inspired 

interior, a café, conference rooms for people 

who work from home, a 24-hour fitness center 

and yoga studio, an outdoor pool and sundeck, 

and a subterranean parking area with both car- 

and pet-wash areas. The Flats also offers an $89 

monthly fee that includes high-speed Internet, 

water, trash and sewage. 

Four miles to the northeast, CityVue’s 

success with residents has sparked a second 

property, CityVue 2, scheduled to open next 

door in March 2018. “We do have people 

downsizing and wanting two-bedroom 

apartments, but most residents are couples 

or singles who want one-bedroom units,” says 

Angela Bernick, general manager. CityVue 

(3435 Promenade Avenue)—at 11 stories, the 

tallest building in Dakota County (and a former 

Blue Cross Blue Shield headquarters)—draws 

renters who love the city feel of the high-rise, 

complete with rooftop patio, matched with a 

suburban lifestyle. While offering just five stories, 

CityVue 2 will boast a rooftop pool available to 

residents of either property. Both the skydeck and 

the pool give the properties a “vacation-mode” 

feel, Bernick says. Additionally, many residents 

like the all-inclusive cost. “Utilities are included in 

the rents, so they don’t have to worry about other 

fees,” she says. “That’s huge.”

Eagan’s average 2016 rent increased by 

less than a percentage point from the previous 

year. Average rents range from $750 for a studio 

apartment (2% of the market) to $1,545 for a 

three-bedroom apartment.* Vacancies run at 

approximately 1.5%—even less than the Twin Cities’ 

2.4%. “The market is 

great right 

now,” says 

Bernick. 

Other multifamily housing in Eagan
• Eagan has six senior-housing developments: Commons on Marice, Keystone Communities, 

Lakeside Pointe, Oakwoods East, Oakwoods of Eagan and O’Leary Manor, plus additional 

planned properties. For more information, visit cityofeagan.com/ebn and select Eagan 

Business News’ Second Quarter 2017 issue. 

• Eagan has two tax-credit-supported, work-force housing developments: Erin Place 

Townhomes and Oak Ridge Townhomes. Because their rents adhere to restrictive rent 

and income guidelines, these units aren’t included in the above apartment numbers. 

• Eagan has one youth-supportive housing development: Lincoln Place.

• Eagan has no Section 8 subsidized apartments, according to Affordable Housing Online, 

but 343 apartments are considered “affordable” for low-income families.
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Chamber CONTINUED FROM BACK COVER

Annual Meeting in October. v For its ability 

to haul heavy loads at high levels of fuel 

efficiency, Transport America has been named 

a 2017 SmartWay High Performer by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency. v Seventy-

seven-year-old Truck Crane Services Company 

is selling more than 1,000 of its assets—cranes, 

transport trucks, trailers and more—during a 

Dec. 5 Ritchie Bros. auction. Visit rbauction.

com for more information. v White House 

Custom Colour expects to complete its nearly 

$3 million production facility by spring 2018; 

the nearly 40-year-old company closed its 

Dallas facility and is more than doubling its 

size in Eagan to 235,000 square feet; it plans 

to add 200 employees. v Bald Man Brewing, 

DataBank, Eagan’s July 4th Funfest, Mark’s 

Towing, Nothing Bundt Cakes and Vanguard 

Cleaning Systems, all of Eagan, were among 

the companies awarded Business Excellence 

Awards by the Dakota County Regional 

Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, November 

16. The awards, presented by the Minnesota 

Vikings at the Lost Spur Golf & Event Center, 

honored businesses that exhibit innovation, 

growth and leadership within the Dakota 

County Region. 

GOVERNMENT: Due to outdated 

mechanical systems and new 

technology needs, the City of Eagan plans 

to remodel and expand City Hall and the 

Police Facility beginning next spring; thanks 

to existing capital project bonds, taxes and 

the total debt service levy will not increase. 

v Eagan entrepreneurs and current business 

owners are invited to access Open to Business 

for services and loan packages. To learn more, 

visit opentobusinessmn.org. To schedule an 

appointment, contact Laurie Crow at lcrow@

mccdmn.org or 952-484-3107 EBN

Briefly CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

Scallen Failor hopes to continue some 

of that work in Dakota County. “Companies 

love to engage with the community and with 

teens—our future workforce,” she says. She also 

notes that many communities are experiencing 

a dearth of employees. “There’s a huge 

demand for workers right now, so workforce 

development has been and will continue to 

be a huge priority for Dakota County. Looking 

to identify those strategic partners and 

opportunities will be an important focus.” 

Asked why a business should consider 

Chamber membership, Scallen Failor says 

there are strong reasons to join. “Chambers are 

adapting to the needs of local businesses,” she 

says, pointing out that value is often found in 

intangibles. “We’re the conduit—the connector 

and the conveyor—to help businesses 

understand all the changing intricacies of the 

business world: what’s happening with public 

policy and education, with workforce and 

economic development.” 

The Chamber also provides key opportunities 

for personal interaction and relationship building, 

she says. “It’s the face-to-face connections and 

the relationships that we help foster within the 

Chamber that are so vital.”

Additionally, small businesses benefit. “A 

good two-thirds of Chamber members tend 

to be small businesses,” she notes. “The 

Chamber can really help them succeed by 

providing connections and resources. We know 

that small business is the heartbeat of every 

community.”

For now, Scallen Failor is busy listening, 

attending Chamber events and holding 

meetings with Chamber members, board 

members, community stakeholders and 

elected officials. She’s also learning more about 

the strategic plan, created over the past year by 

the Chamber board, which will reconvene next 

spring to review the plan, consider changes 

and set 2018 priorities.

“I’m excited,” she says, “I have energy, 

and the opportunities in Dakota County are 

endless.” EBN

“COMPANIES LOVE TO ENGAGE 
WITH THE COMMUNITY AND WITH 
TEENS—OUR FUTURE WORKFORCE.” 

— MAUREEN SCALLEN FAILOR

No wonder Eagan’s rental market is 

continuing to grow. The Quarry Road Addition 

development, along Yankee Doodle Road, 

soon will include Applewood Pointe Senior 

Cooperative (96 units) and The Quarry at 

Central Park (183 units). Stonehaven Senior 

Living (1000 Station Trail), opening next spring, 

will feature 95 rentals. Affinity of Eagan—a 174-

unit, 55-plus senior community—is scheduled 

to open next year in Cedar Grove. And Viking 

Lakes (2700 Lone Oak Parkway), the Minnesota 

Vikings’ 200-acre development, calls for nearly 

1,000 multifamily units.

Back at The Flats, Anderson is pleased 

to be managing a property in an “up-and-

coming area.” All of the new Eagan 

development, she says, “has 

a ripple effect. We’re 

doing really well right 

now.” EBN
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EAGAN
T H E  L A T E S T  I N  N E W      D E V E L O P M E N T
Growing

Winning CONTINUED ON BACK

Today, Eagan is regularly breaking the tape all 

over town. But it’s obvious that there are many 

winners in this race, among them, businesses, 

visitors, residents and the overall community. 

In this special insert, EBN catalogs 2017 

developments, previews upcoming projects 

and asks local leaders for their thoughts on 

development. Read on for more. 

New developments in 2017
Bell International Laboratories opened its 

newly expanded facility in June—and then 

CEO Mo Saremi announced plans to add an 

additional 100,000 square feet and hire 50 more 

employees. This R&D company and contract 

manufacturer is enjoying a growing demand 

for its organic and specialized skin care and 

beauty products.

Cloverleaf Cold Storage completed a 

69,000-square-foot expansion of its existing 

warehouse.

A Home2 Suites by Hilton—an extended-stay 

hotel by JR Hospitality with 119 suites—will 

open soon across the street from Twin Cities 

Premium Outlets. 

The Minnesota Autism Center added a 

20,000-square-foot building, designed by RSP 

Architects and built by Ryan Cos., to its Eagan 

campus.

The Minnesota MASH Baseball Club, a training 

center, moved into a new 18,000-square-foot 

training center in Eagan.

Summit Orthopedics opened a 65,000-square-

foot treatment and surgery center.

Meanwhile, shoppers received a boost this 

year, thanks to many new retailers, including 

AT&T, Bank of America, Beef Jerky Outlet, 

DSW, Eagan Eye Clinic (second location), 

Eagan Nails, European Wax Center, 

Five Below, The Gaming Goat, Level Up 

Games, Massage Envy, Men’s Wearhouse, 

Orangetheory Fitness, Petco and Xfinity.

And foodies got a plethora of new dining 

options, including Café Zupas, Cosmos 

Diner, Naf Naf Grill, Piada Italian Street 

Food, Punch Neapolitan Pizza, R Taco, 

SotaRol Asian Kitchen, Union 32 Craft 

House and Yankee Tavern.

Winning at development
Less than a decade ago, most of Eagan’s developments had slowed to a tortoise pace, due 
largely to the economic downturn. Developments that would have been done deals just 
a few years before were stopped in their tracks, just like that sleeping hare. And everyone 
had to learn to wait patiently at the finish line. 

2017 New Construction in Eagan
Not accounting for inflation, 2017 is likely 
to produce an all-time record in new 
construction. 

• Year-to-date Oct. 2017: $337 million

• 5-year average YTD (Oct. 31): $126 
million

• 5-year average year-end: $148 million

• Typical year-end valuation range: 
$100–$150 million

“INVESTMENT GOES WHERE 
INVESTMENT IS ALREADY 

OCCURRING.  WITH SO MUCH 
DEVELOPMENT IN EAGAN, THE 
MARKET IS MAKING A CLEAR 
STATEMENT THAT EAGAN IS 
A GREAT BET.” — JILL HUTMACHER, 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, 

EAGAN
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WINNING CONTINUED FROM FRONT

New developments 
opening in 2018 and later
Affinity of Eagan—a 173-unit, 55+ apartment 

project by the Spokane, Washington-based 

Inland Group—plans to open in Cedar Grove 

in 2018. 

Chick-fil-A’s first Eagan restaurant, including 

a drive-through and an outdoor patio, is under 

construction.

City & County Credit Union plans to open a 

new 3,600-square-foot branch near Central Park 

Commons; features will include 24-7 ATMs, 

expanded hours, a lounge, digital displays and 

a coin counter.

CityVue 2, a 122-unit apartment complex, 

plans to open soon, next door to the first 

CityVue on the corner of Town Center Drive 

and Promenade Avenue. 

Country Inn & Suites is adding 55 rooms, an 

87-seat conference space and a restaurant to 

its property near the new Minnesota Vikings 

headquarters.

Prime Therapeutics is building a new 

400,000-square-foot facility—one of the largest 

office projects under construction in the 

Twin Cities—on a 40-acre site. The pharmacy 

benefits manager will combine four current 

facilities, plus its IT and operations teams at 

this location, near the new Minnesota Vikings 

headquarters. The first building phase is 

scheduled for completion in 2018, while the 

second phase should wrap up in 2020.

The 24-acre Quarry Road development 

(by Bloomington, Minnesota-based United 

Properties) is under construction; plans 

include an Applewood Pointe Senior 

Cooperative with 96 apartments, The 

Quarry at Central Park with 183 market-rate 

apartments, a Residence Inn, an ALDI grocery 

store and a 12,000-square-foot office building.

The Minnesota Vikings plan to move 

into their new, 44-acre headquarters and 

training facility in March. The $500 million 

development will include an indoor practice 

facility, full-service 88,000-square-foot 

orthopedic center by Twin Cities Orthopedics 

and an expandable 6,000-seat practice 

stadium. Plans for Viking Lakes, the 200-

acre “work-live-play” redevelopment by MV 

Eagan Ventures, include office and retail 

space, a conference center hotel, 950 units 

of multifamily housing, a small-business 

incubator and public green space. Trails and 

wetlands are also planned. 

Stonehaven Senior Living, featuring 95 

rentals by Lakeville, Minnesota-based 

Headwaters Development, plans to open next 

spring.

For more information, visit 
cityofeagan.com/development. EBN

“OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, 

EAGAN’S DEVELOPMENT, BOTH 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL, 

HAS EXPLODED. IT’S LIKE FIELD OF 

DREAMS: ‘IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY 

WILL COME.’ TWIN CITIES PREMIUM 

OUTLETS, THE MINNESOTA VIKINGS, 

TWIN CITIES ORTHOPEDICS AND 

MORE ARE BRINGING DEVELOPMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES TO ALL OF DAKOTA 

COUNTY.”  — MAUREEN SCALLEN FAILOR, 

PRESIDENT, DAKOTA COUNTY REGIONAL CHAMBER 

OF COMMERCE

“EAGAN’S GROWING DEVELOPMENT IS A BOON TO OUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY. 
WE ENJOY GREATER JOB GROWTH, MORE HOUSING OPTIONS, INFRASTRUCTURE 

IMPROVEMENTS, GROWING TAX BASE, LOWER UNEMPLOYMENT AND MUCH 
MORE. ADDITIONALLY, THANKS TO OUR NUMEROUS AMENITIES, WE’RE 

BECOMING A DESTINATION CITY.” — MAYOR MIKE MAGUIRE, EAGAN
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Winning at development

Chamber CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Talk to Maureen Scallen 
Failor for a few minutes 
and the passion for her 
job is apparent.

The newly named president of the Dakota 

County Regional Chamber of Commerce began 

work in November with a healthy respect for 

all that the Chamber has accomplished during 

the tenure of Vicki Stute, who served for the 

past four years, and a drive to bring new 

programming and engagement to members, 

including many Eagan businesses.

“Dakota County’s footprint is large, 

encompassing many cities, so there’s a broad 

representation that the Chamber must cover,” 

says this native Twin Citian, former business 

executive and recent candidate for Hennepin 

County Commissioner, District 5. 

Scallen Failor joins the Chamber after 

having served as president of the Bloomington 

Chamber of Commerce from 2008 until this past 

May. As president, she plans to advocate for 

businesses, represent businesses at the state 

legislature, create networking opportunities 

and boost economic development. 

In Bloomington, Scallen 

Failor and her team also offered 

myriad opportunities for Chamber 

members to volunteer. “Our 

Minnesota businesses are gracious 

and eager to be of service,” she 

says. “It’s part of their mission 

statements and their vision.” Her 

Bloomington team also emphasized 

workforce development, partnering 

with various stakeholders, including 

the local school district and schools 

on various programs. Twice a 

year, for example, high school 

juniors and seniors were invited to 

half-day conferences that focused 

on communications, networking, 

adversity and diversity. Students 

also volunteered with Chamber members, and 

landed internships and mentorships. 

Chamber welcomes experienced president

p1 Trending: Apartment 
living in Eagan
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p4 Chamber welcomes 
experienced president


